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Questions 9 - 10 are two-part vocabulary questions. 
 

Part R2     10 marks 
 

Summary 
 
Will be on an aspect of the reading, not the reading as a whole.  The 
candidate must write 50–75 words. 
 

Section R3     10 marks 
 

Reading for information in context 
 
A passage (total number of words 680 – 720), from which five sentences 
have been removed. Read the passage and select the appropriate 
sentence to fit into the relevant space in the text. There is one example 
and there are two distracters. 
Text will have a clear chronology or narrative thread. 

 
Section W3     10 marks 
 

Sentence Transformation. 
 
Ten questions plus one example. 
 
Negative inversion will be tested, plus a selection of the more complex 
aspects of grammar such as the third conditional etc. 
 
There is no specific structures list for Proficiency Level. 

 
 
Section  R4     10 marks 
 

Word Transformation. 
 
Ten questions plus one example. 
 
More complex vocabulary will be tested. 

 
 
Section R5     10 marks 
 

Cloze Test/Gap fill 
 
Ten gaps plus one example.   
 
The text will be a maximum of 150 words. 
  
The text will be clear, i.e. factual or encyclopaedic.  Lexical items may be 
tested but only if there are no more than two possible answers to the 
gap.  Otherwise, grammatical items are tested.   
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The Masters paper is now divided into two papers. Paper One is the 
Reading and Writing Paper. Paper Two is the Listening Paper. 
 
N.B. One element of the listening paper will contribute to the writing mark. 
 
Paper One – Reading/Writing  2hours 30 mins 
 
Section R1    10 marks 
 

Two passages or extracts, with five questions for each.  
 
Passage One – approx. 160–170 words. 5 x four-option multiple choice in 
the form of word substitution 
 
Passage Two – approx 300 words. 5 x four-option multiple choice 
comprehension questions.  

 
Section R2    10 marks 
 

Text Matching 
 
There are fifteen headlines and ten short news stories.  The candidate 
matches ten of the headlines with the news stories. 
 
The news stories are authentic, taken from recent newspapers. 

 
Section R3 (idiom)    10 marks 
 

Single sentence gap fill 
 
Ten gapped sentences. One word missing from each sentence. 

 
Section W2 Use of English    10 marks. 
 

Sentence Transformation 
 
Candidates are given a sentence which they must transform into another 
sentence with as close a meaning as possible to the original, using the 
word or phrase given.   
 
The Use of English section of the examination tests a wide range of 
grammar, usage and vocabulary, including idiom.  There is no set syllabus 
for this as it tests the depth of knowledge a student has obtained from 
using the language, through reading, listening and speaking it in a variety 
of contexts. 

 
 
  

 
C2 Masters Level (3 hours 15 mins) 
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Section W3     10 marks 
 
Writing for results- emails 
 
Two emails, of different levels of formality, both of 80-100 words.  One is 
formal or semi-formal, one is informal. Both emails are compulsory. 
  
Both writing tasks are of the same function eg complaining, apologising 
etc.  
Candidates must show their ability to differentiate between the tone and 
language needed for each. 

 
Section R4    20 marks 
 

Reading Comprehension 
 
The text will be 600 – 640 words. 

 
Part 1    10 marks 

 
Candidates must replace ten phrases or words from the passage with 
phrases or words of their own so that the article still reads correctly both 
grammatically and in the sense of what is said.  The words to be replaced 
are all underlined in the text so that they may be found easily.  This 
section tests the candidate's understanding of the text as a whole, of the 
specific vocabulary involved and their ability to actively produce similar 
level language. 

 
Part 2    10 marks 
Candidates are asked to make a summary of an aspect of the text in 
about 100 words. 

 
 
Section W4    25 marks 
 

One composition title is given.  There is no choice of topic.  The candidate 
must use his / her own ideas and the notes given, to write a structured 
composition, which will include arguing an opinion, of between 300 – 350 
words. 
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A2 Elementary level 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

C content 
organisation 

5 = Paragraphs to distinguish between beginning, middle and end. 
Narrative needs linking words used to order events (and, but, because). 
Descriptive needs adjectives and ideas organised into logical grouping 
4 = Some evidence of paragraphing and attempt made at linking/ 
grouping ideas 
3 =Evidence of paragraphing or a logical chain of events/grouping. 
Probably not both 
2 = Ideas not organised into any logical chain of events/grouping.  May 
be too short 
1 = Narrative/ description very confusing and difficult to follow.  
0 = little or no language at all 

A accuracy  5 = Minimal errors with language used. Minor errors do not impede 
understanding 
4 = A few errors but easily understood 
3 = Some basic errors but can be understood 
2 = Significant errors with language expected at the level. Impedes 
understanding 
1 = Significant errors throughout. Incomprehensible due to errors 
0 = Little or no language at all 

R range of 
vocabulary and 
structure 

5 = Competent use of a range of language expected at this level. (e.g. 
past cont./ relative prons./ used to) Perhaps some attempt at using 
more advanced language, maybe with errors 
4 = Good use of appropriate language 
3 = Adequate language used for the task 
2 = Lack of basic structures. Language too simplistic and repetitive 
1 = Almost no examples of structure or relevant vocabulary 
0 = Little or no language at all 

T task 
completion 

5 = Full completion of task. No repetition 
4 = Main points of task covered 
3 = Attempt made to cover task 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently and/or too short  
1 = Majority of task not covered and/or answered a different question  
0 =  Task not covered at all  

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction 16-20 

Merit 13-15.5 

Pass 10-12.5 

Referred 5-9.5 

Ungraded 0-4.5 
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A2 +Pre-Intermediate Level 
 

 

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction 16-20 

Merit 13-15.5 

Pass 10-12.5 

Referred 5-9.5 

Ungraded 0-4.5 

 

C content 
organisation 

5 = Paragraphs to distinguish between beginning, middle and end. 
Narrative needs linking words used to order events (next, finally, 
suddenly, because, so). Descriptive needs adjectives/ adverbs and 
ideas organised into logical grouping 
4 = Some evidence of paragraphing and attempt made at linking/ 
grouping ideas 
3 =Evidence of paragraphing or a logical chain of events/grouping. 
Probably not both 
2 = Ideas not organised into any logical chain of events/grouping.  
May be too short 
1 = Narrative/ description very confusing and difficult to follow.  
0 = little or no language at all 

A accuracy  5 = Minimal errors with language used. Minor errors do not impede 
understanding 
4 = A few errors but easily understood 
3 = Basic errors but can be understood 
2 = Significant errors with language expected at the level. Impedes 
understanding 
1 = Significant errors throughout. Incomprehensible due to errors 
0 = Little or no language at all 

R range of 
vocabulary and 
structure 

5 = Competent use of a range of language expected at this level. 
(e.g. passive voice, gerund, pres. perf. with for/since, second 
conditional) Perhaps some attempt at using more advanced 
language, maybe with errors 
4 = Good use of appropriate language 
3 = Adequate language used for the task 
2 = Lack of basic structures. Language too simplistic and repetitive 
1 = Almost no examples of structure or relevant vocabulary 
0 = Little or no language at all 

T task 
completion 

5 = Full completion of task. No repetition 
4 = Main points of task covered 
3 = Attempt made to cover task 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently and/or too short  
1 = Majority of task not covered and/or answered a different 
question  
0 =  Task not covered at all  
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Additional criteria for the assessment of writing at accredited levels can be found in the 
AIM Awards Suite of ESOL International Qualifications Specification. 
 
B1 Intermediate level 
C content 
organisation 

5 = Paragraphs to distinguish between beginning, middle and end. 
Narrative needs linking words used to order events (next, suddenly, 
despite, in order to). Descriptive needs adjectives/ adverbs and ideas 
organised into logical grouping 
4 = Evidence of paragraphing and competent attempt made at linking/ 
grouping ideas 
3 =Attempt made to paragraph and order chain of events/ grouping of 
ideas in a relatively simple way 
2 = Ideas not organised into any logical chain of events/grouping.  May 
be too short. 
1 = Narrative/ description very confusing and difficult to follow.  
0 = little or no language at all 

A accuracy  5 = Minimal errors with intermediate level language used. Minor errors 
do not impede understanding 
4 = A few errors but easily understood 
3 = Some basic errors but can be understood 
2 = Significant errors with language expected at the level.  
1 = Significant errors throughout.  May impede understanding  
0 = Little or no language at all 

R range of 
vocabulary and 
structure 

5 = Competent use of a range of language expected at this level. (e.g. 
past perfect, passive voice, conditionals 2 or 3,reported speech) 
Perhaps some attempt at using more advanced language, maybe with 
errors 
4 = Good use of appropriate language 
3 = Adequate language used for the task 
2 = Lack of basic structures. Language too simplistic and repetitive for 
the level 
1 = Structure and vocabulary far too simplistic for the level 
0 = Little or no language at all 

T task 
completion 

5 = Full completion of task. No repetition 
4 = Main points of task covered 
3 = Attempt made to cover task 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently and/or too short  
1 = Majority of task not covered and/or answered a different question  
0 =  Task not covered at all  

 
 

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction 16-20 

Merit 13-15.5 

Pass 10-12.5 

Referred 5-9.5 

Ungraded 0-4.5 
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B2 Advanced level 
 
C content 
organisation 

5 = Clear relevant paragraphs to organise work. A range of 
connectives/conjunctions (firstly, whereas, finally, all of a sudden, in the 
end, Nevertheless).  Elements of description and discussion have 
logical connectors and grouping  
4 = Some evidence of paragraphing and attempt made at linking/ 
grouping ideas with connectives suitable for this level 
3 =Evidence of paragraphing or a logical chain of events/grouping. 
Probably not both 
2 = Ideas not organised into any logical chain of events/grouping.   
1 = Narrative/ description very confusing/ difficult to follow.  

A accuracy  5 = Minimal errors with advanced level language used.  
4 = A few errors undermining potential sophistication 
3 = Some basic errors but do not impede comprehension of the text 
overall 
2 = Significant errors with language expected at the level.  
1 = Significant errors throughout.  May impede understanding  

R range of 
vocabulary and 
structure 

5 = Competent use of a range of language expected at this level. (e.g. 
range of tenses, conditional, inversion, unreal past) Shows flashes of 
inspiration 
4 = Good use of appropriate language 
3 = Adequate language used for the task 
2 = Lack of basic structures. Language too simplistic and repetitive 
1 = Almost no examples of structure or relevant vocabulary 

A Appropriacy 
of tone and 
register 

5 = fully appropriate use of language and style 
4 = mostly appropriate with one or two exceptions 
3 = clear attempt has been made to use suitable tone/register 
2 = inappropriate tone/register but would not cause offence 
1 = limited language or inappropriate, and would cause offence 

T task 
completion 

5 = Full completion of task. No repetition. Very positive effect on 
reader 
4 = Main points of task covered 
3 = Attempt made to cover task 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently and/or too short  
1 = Majority of task not covered and/or answered a different 
question. Very negative effect on reader  

 
 

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction 20 -25 

Merit 16.5 – 19.5 

Pass 12.5 - 16 

Referred 5-12 

Ungraded 0-4.5 
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C1 Proficiency level 
 
C content 
organisation 

5 = Clear relevant paragraphs to organise work. A range of 
connectives/conjunctions (whereas, alternatively, likewise, furthermore 
etc).  Elements of description and discussion have logical connectors 
and grouping  
4 = Evidence of paragraphing and good attempt made at linking/ 
grouping ideas with connectives suitable for this level 
3 =Evidence of paragraphing or a logical chain of events/grouping. 
Probably not both 
2 = Ideas not organised into any logical chain of events/grouping.   
1 = Very confusing/ difficult to follow.  

A accuracy  5 = Minimal errors with C1 level language used. Shows total control of 
language 
4 = A few errors but fluent and confident language overall 
3 = Some basic errors but do not impede comprehension of the text 
overall 
2 = Significant errors with language expected at the level.  
1 = Significant errors throughout.  Impedes understanding  

R range of 
vocabulary and 
structure 

5 = Competent use of a range of language expected at this level. (e.g. 
range of tenses, conditional, inversion, unreal past)  
4 = Good use of appropriate language 
3 = Adequate language used for the task. May be simple at times but 
convinces reader of candidate’s proficiency nonetheless 
2 = Lack of basic structures. Language too simplistic and repetitive for 
C1 
1 = Almost no examples of advanced structure or vocabulary 

A Appropriacy of 
tone and register 

5 = Natural. Fully appropriate use of language and style 
4 = Mostly appropriate with one or two exceptions 
3 = Clear attempt has been made to use suitable tone/register 
2 = Inappropriate tone/register but would not cause offence 
1 = Limited language or inappropriate, and would cause offence 

T task 
completion 

5 = Full completion of task. No repetition. Very positive effect on 
reader 
4 = Main points of task covered 
3 = Attempt made to cover task 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently and/or too short. Negative effect on 
reader.  
1 = Majority of task not covered and/or answered a different question. 
Very negative effect on reader  

 

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction 20 -25 

Merit 16.5 – 19.5 

Pass 12.5 - 16 

Referred 5-12 

Ungraded 0-4.5 
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C2 Masters Level Composition - NB The official pass mark at C2 is 65%.  A 
candidate needs 3 in three bands and 2 in two bands to receive the pass mark of 13 
 
C content 
organisation 

5 = Clear relevant paragraphs to organise work. An impressive range of 
connectives/conjunctions (notwithstanding, alternatively, thereby, 
nonetheless etc).  Elements of description and discussion have 
sophisticated connectors and grouping  
4 = Evidence of paragraphing and good attempt made at linking/ grouping 
ideas with connectives suitable for this level. Minor lapses or omissions. 
3 = Evidence of paragraphing and a logical chain of events/grouping, but 
organisation only just reaches what is expected at C2. 
2 = Limited evidence of organisation. Unsophisticated grouping of ideas etc. 
1 = Ideas not organised into any logical chain of events/grouping.   

A accuracy and 
appropriacy of 
tone and 
register  

5 = Shows total control of language. One or two minor errors in spelling 
acceptable. 
4 = Fluent and confident language overall.  Rare errors which might even be 
slips of the tongue. 
3 = Enough accuracy to convince the reader of candidate’s mastery, with 
just occasional errors or inconsistencies.   
2 = Clear errors with language expected at C2 level, showing by the fact that 
they are obvious and more than just occasional, that mastery has not been 
achieved. 
1 = Significant errors throughout.   

R range of 
vocabulary and 
structure  

5 = Competent use of a wide range of vocabulary and structure expected at 
this level. Shows flair and sophistication. 
4 = Sufficient range throughout to convince reader easily of candidate’s 
mastery  
3 = Language adequate to complete the task with some evidence of 
vocabulary/ structures at C2 level  
2 =  Perhaps adequate to complete the task but language too simplistic and 
repetitive for C2, only meeting expectations for a good C1 level 
1 = No examples of vocabulary or structure beyond expectations even of B2 

A appropriacy 
of tone and 
register 

5 = Natural, fully appropriate use of language and style. 
4 = Mostly appropriate, subtle exceptions possible. 
3 = Suitable tone/register to convince the reader of candidate’s mastery 
though some quirks may show through, possibly from the speaker’s own 
background and context.     
2 =   inappropriate tone/register can be perceived, showing that mastery 
has not been achieved  
1 = Inappropriate register, which could cause offence 

T task 
completion 

5 = Full completion of task. No repetition. Ideas and arguments fully 
exploited. Very positive effect on reader 
4 = Main points of task covered in a well-balanced/ convincing composition 
3 = Good attempt made to cover task. Some arguments/ points may fall 
short of being totally convincing. Overall positive effect on reader. 
2 =  Insufficient attempt made to cover task. Negative effect on reader  
1 = Majority of task not covered and/or answered a different question. Very 
negative effect on reader 
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Candidates who score between 55 and 64% will, at Masters, be awarded a 
Pass at C1, in recognition of the fact that they have provided enough 
evidence to pass at that level. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction at C2 22.5 - 25 

Merit at C2 18.75 - 22 

Pass at C2 16.25 – 18.5 

Pass at C1 13.75 - 16 

Referred 6   - 13.5 

Ungraded 0    -  5.5 



 64

Writing messages, emails and letters 
 
A2 Elementary Level - Section W3 – Writing an informal message 
 

 
A accuracy and 
organisation 
 

5 = Minimal, minor errors. Sentences organised logically with 
appropriate connectives used eg relative pronouns, but, also, so 
4 = Attempt made to link and organise sentences. A few errors but 
easily understood 
3 = Some basic errors but can be understood. Sentences organised 
logically but possibly lacking connectives 
2 = Significant errors with language expected at A2. Lack of control 
impedes understanding.  
1 = Significant errors throughout. Incomprehensible due to errors 
0 = Little or no language at all  

 
T task completion and 
language range 
 

5 = good range of language expected at A2 level. Full completion of 
task. No repetition. There may be some attempt at A2+/B1 level 
language, possibly with errors 
4 = Good use of appropriate language. Main points covered 
3 = Attempt made to cover task. Adequate language used 
2 = Lack of basic structures expected at A2 level. Task not covered 
sufficiently.  
1 = Majority of task not covered. Almost no examples of structure or 
relevant vocabulary  
0 = Task not covered. Little comprehensible language 

 
 
A2+ Pre- Intermediate – Section W2 - Writing a message (50 – 60 words) 
 

 
A accuracy and 
organisation 
 

5 = Minimal, minor errors. Sentences flow naturally with a high 
percentage of sentences with more than one clause. 
4 = Attempt made to link and organise sentences. A few errors but 
easily understood 
3 = Some basic errors but can be understood. Sentences organised 
logically but possibly lacking connectives 
2 = Significant errors with language expected at Pre-Intermediate 
level. Lack of control impedes understanding. Poor organisation  
1 = Significant errors throughout. Incomprehensible due to errors 
0 = Little or no language at all  

 
T task completion and 
language range 
 

5 = Good range of language expected at this level. Full completion of 
task. No repetition 
4 = Good use of appropriate language. Main points covered 
3 = Attempt made to cover task. Adequate language used 
2 = Lack of basic structures. Task not covered sufficiently  
1 = Majority of task not covered. Almost no examples of structure or 
relevant vocabulary  
0 = Task not covered. Little comprehensible language 
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B1 Intermediate Level – Section W2 - writing an informal email (60 -80 
words) 
 
C content 
organisation/ 
appropriacy  

5 = Email well organised with appropriate salutations/signing off. 
Language organised into a logical thread, with good use of 
connectors/linkers and suitable tone for informal correspondence. 
4 = Clear attempt made at linking/ grouping ideas. Appropriate in 
tone and register perhaps with minor lapses 
3 =Attempt made to organise ideas in a relatively simple way 
2 = Sentences either not organised/connected or inappropriate for 
informal email 
1 = Sentences not organised/connected and inappropriate for 
informal email 
0 = little or no language at all 

A accuracy  5 = Accurate use of intermediate level language. Minor errors 
possible in higher level language do not impede understanding 
4 = Few errors in B1 level language but easily understood and good 
control 
3 = Several errors in B1 language but can be understood 
2 = Significant errors in A2 and B1language  
1 = Significant errors throughout.  May impede understanding  
0 = Little or no language at all 

T task completion 
and range of 
language 

5 = Full completion of task.  Competent use of a range of B1 
language.  Some attempt at using more advanced language, maybe 
with errors. 
No repetition 
4 = Main points of task covered. Good use of language expected at 
this level 
3 = Attempt made to cover task. Adequate language used 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently. Lack of basic structures and 
language too simplistic 
1 = Majority of task not covered. Structure and vocabulary far too 
simplistic 
0 = Task not covered. Little or no language 
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B2 Advanced Level – Section W2– writing a formal letter (80 – 100 words) 
and an informal email (60 -80 words) 
N.B. One overall mark is awarded for both pieces of writing. 
 
C content 
organisation/ 
appropriacy  

5 = Letter and email set out correctly and clearly. Well organised with 
appropriate salutations/signing off. Clear paragraphs in letter. 
Language organised into a logical thread, with good use of B2 
connectors/linkers and clear distinction in tone and register 
according to recipient 
4 = Clear attempt made at laying out letter and linking/ grouping 
ideas. Appropriate in tone and register perhaps with minor lapses 
3 =Basic but adequate attempt at layout and organisation. Some 
evidence of differentiation in register 
2 = Sentences either not organised/connected or inappropriate for 
recipient.  Perhaps no differentiation in register 
1 = Sentences not organised/connected and inappropriate for 
informal email. 
0 = little or no language at all 

A accuracy  5 = Accurate use of B2 level language. Minor errors possible in more 
complex language but they do not impede understanding. Accurate 
use of contractions and other punctuation in informal writing 
4 = Few errors in B2 level language but easily understood and good 
control 
3 = Several errors in B2 language but can be understood 
2 = Significant errors in both B1 and B2 language, which impede 
understanding  
1 = Major errors throughout, which seriously impede understanding  
0 = Little or no language at all 

T task completion 
and range of 
language 

5 = Full completion of task and function made clear.  Competent use 
of a range of B2 language.  Some attempt at using more advanced 
language, maybe with errors. No repetition. Very positive effect on 
reader 
4 = Main points of task covered. Good use of language expected at 
this level. Positive effect on reader 
3 = Attempt made to cover task. Adequate language used 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently. Lack of basic structures and 
language too simplistic for B2. Negative effect on reader 
1 = Majority of task not covered. Structure and vocabulary far too 
simplistic 
0 = Task not covered. Little or no language 
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C1 Proficiency Level – Section W2– writing a formal letter (110 – 130 words) 
and an informal email (at least 80 words) 
N.B. One overall mark is awarded for both pieces of writing. 
 
C content 
organisation/ 
appropriacy  

5 = Letter and email set out correctly and clearly. Well organised 
with appropriate salutations/signing off. Clear paragraphs in letter. 
Language organised into a logical thread, with natural use of 
connectors/linkers and clear distinction in tone and register 
according to recipient 
4 = Clear attempt made at laying out letter and linking/ grouping 
ideas. Appropriate in tone and register perhaps with minor lapses 
3 =Basic but adequate attempt at layout and organisation. Some 
evidence of differentiation in register 
2 = Sentences either not organised/connected or inappropriate for 
recipient.  Perhaps no differentiation in register. Could cause 
offence in places 
1 = Sentences not organised/connected and inappropriate for 
informal email. Likely to cause offence 
0 = little or no language at all 

A accuracy  5 = Accurate use of C1 level language.  One or two minor errors but 
they do not impede understanding at all. Accurate use of 
contractions and other punctuation in informal writing 
4 = Few errors in C1 level language but easily understood and good 
control 
3 = Several errors in C1 language but can be understood 
2 = Significant errors in both B2 and C1 language, which impede 
understanding  
1 = Major errors throughout, which seriously impede 
understanding  
0 = Little or no language at all 

T task completion 
and range of 
language 

5 = Full completion of task.  Competent use of a range of C1 
language.  Some attempt at using more advanced language, maybe 
with errors. 
No repetition 
4 = Main points of task covered. Good use of language expected at 
this level 
3 = Attempt made to cover task. Adequate language used 
2 = Task not covered sufficiently. Lack of basic structures and 
language too simplistic for C1 
1 = Majority of task not covered. Structure and vocabulary far too 
simplistic 
0 = Task not covered. Little or no language 
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Grade boundaries for Intermediate, Advanced and Proficiency emails and 
letters 
 

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction 12 - 15 

Merit 10 – 11.5 

Pass 7.5 - 9.5 

Referred 4 - 7 

Ungraded 0 - 3.5 
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C2 Masters Level – Section W3– writing a formal/ semi-formal email (80-100 
words each)  
Each piece of writing is awarded 5 marks 
N.B. The pass mark for C2 is 65% 
 
 
Combined CAT content 
organisation/ 
appropriacy to informal 
and formal 
situations/accuracy/task 
fulfilled 

5 = Correspondence set out correctly and clearly. Language 
organised into a logical thread, with sophisticated use of 
connectors/linkers and clear distinction in tone and register 
according to recipient required by the task. Impressive and 
sophisticated use of a range of C2 language. Evidence of 
nuance and inference. Function fully evident. Highly positive 
effect on reader. Accurate use of complex and sophisticated 
language.  There may be a minor error, perhaps in spelling or 
punctuation. 
 
4 = Good layout of letter and linking/ grouping of ideas. 
Appropriate in tone and register even without the 
sophistication of a (5).  Main points of task covered clearly. 
Good use of language expected at this level. Very positive 
effect on reader. There may be a rare error in C2 level 
language.   
 
3 = Clear layout and organisation. Evidence of differentiation 
in register.  Task satisfactorily covered. Adequate range of 
language used.  Generally a positive effect on reader. Several 
errors in C1 language but no effect on understanding. 
 
2 = Sentences either not organised/connected very well or 
slightly inappropriate for the recipient.  Differentiation in 
register not really sufficient. Could even cause offence in 
places. Task not covered sufficiently; possible missing 
elements. Lack of structures and language slightly too 
simplistic for C2. Could have a negative effect on reader. 
There are errors evident. 
 
1 = Sentences not organised/connected and inappropriate 
for a formal and or an informal email. Therefore, offence of 
some kind is possible, even likely (over-familiarity, over-
formality).  Important elements of task not covered. 
Structure/ vocabulary too simplistic for the level. Major 
errors throughout, which could even impede understanding 
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Grade boundaries for email writing at Masters level C2 
 

GRADE MARKS  

Distinction at C2 4.5 - 5 

Merit at C2 4 

Pass at C2 3 - 3.5 

Pass at C1 2.5 

Referred 1 – 2 

Ungraded 0 
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OVERVIEW 
 
From Preliminary level upwards, the three mandatory skills: reading, writing and 
listening, are all given an equal weighting of 0.33, which is applied to the overall grade 
awarded. Therefore the listening tests are now worth 0.33% of the overall total. 
 
From First Step to Primary levels, the listening tests are still weighted at 20% of the 
overall total. 
 

FIRST STEP 30 marks  5 sets of 4 pictures.  Tick the word heard. 
 5 sets of coloured, multiple objects. Tick the correct 

picture. 

JUNIOR 30 marks  5 sets of 4 pictures.  Tick the word heard. 
 Gap-fill dictation. 5 short sentences. 

PRIMARY  30 marks  5 sentences.  4 illustrated options.  Tick the correct 
picture. 

 Gap-fill dictation of 10 words in text. 
 Match jobs, animals, foods etc with names from list. 

PRELIMINARY 50 marks  Five conversations.  4 options for each.   
 Gap-fill of 10 words.   
 4 true / false questions. 1 short written answer relating 

to job/place of work 

ELEMENTARY  50 marks  Five conversations.  4 options for each. 
 Gap-fill of 10 words.   
 10 true / false questions. 

PRE-INTERMEDIATE  50 marks  Five conversations.  4 options for each.   
 Gap-fill. 7 gaps are one word. 3 gaps are 2 consecutive 

words 
 10 true / false questions 

INTERMEDIATE 50 marks  Five conversations.  4 options for each.   
 Gap-fill. 10 gaps. Each gap is 2 consecutive words. 
 10 true / false/ doesn’t say questions.   

ADVANCED  50 marks  Notes to complete.  10 gaps  
 The news with 10 true / false/ doesn’t say 
 5 monologues. 2 x 3-option questions for each. 

PROFICIENCY  50 marks  Monologue (tour-guide type) 5 x 3-option questions, and  
5 x fill in missing info 

  5 speakers (monologues) 2 x 3-part questions for each 
 Interview style dialogue 5 x 3-option multiple-choice 

MASTERS 50 marks  Interview dialogue. 8 x 3-option multiple-choice 
questions.  

 Dialogue. Match speaker to statement. 5 questions 
 2 x monologue extracts. 2 x 3-option questions each 
 Write notes while listening and then write letter using 

notes.   
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FIRST STEP LEVEL    30 marks 
 
Section L1    10 marks 
 

Word recognition 
There are five sets of four pictures, all representing words from the First 
Step word list.  One word in each set is the key and is spoken on the 
recording. All the words are nouns. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Number, colour and object 
There are five sets of pictures showing a number of coloured objects e.g. 
three yellow flowers. Tick the appropriate picture. 

 
JUNIOR LEVEL    30 marks 
 
Section L1    10 marks 
 

Word recognition 
There are five sets of four pictures, all representing words from the Junior 
level word list. One word in each set is the key and is spoken on the 
recording. All the words are nouns. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Words in context 
Five short sentences with a missing word in each. They need not all be 
nouns – for example ‘yellow’, but they will not be purely grammatical 
words – for example ‘the’.  This section has no pictures.  It is purely a 
dictation test. 

 
PRIMARY LEVEL    30 marks 
 
Section L1    10 marks 
 

Word discrimination 
Five sets of options: time, number, date, shape and prepositions of place.  
All of the options are given on the paper, either as pictures or as words.  
The candidate hears the key word on the recording in a simple sentence.   

 
Section L2    10 marks 
 

Word recognition in context 
A simple gapped listening of eleven short sentences, with the text on the 
test paper.  Each sentence has one word missing – never the first or last 
word.  The missing word can be any word type.   
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Section L3    10 marks 
 

Listening for meaning 
Match five names with the hobby, job, food etc that they belong to. 
 
 

A1 PRELIMINARY LEVEL    50 marks 
 
Section L1    10 marks 
 

Listening for Meaning 
Five conversations.  4 options given for each.  The candidate listens and 
chooses the correct option.  There are distracters in the conversation, but 
the answer is always stated explicitly at some point. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Word recognition in context 
A gapped listening with the text on the test paper.  10 gaps.  Any word 
type can be gapped.   

 
Section L3    20 marks 
 

Listening for meaning 
Candidates hear a continuous reading and mark four true / false 
statements on their papers.  The statements appear in the order in which 
they come up in the script. For the fifth question, candidates must answer 
a simple question relating to the job/place of work of the person in the 
text.  

 
 
A2 ELEMENTARY LEVEL    50 marks 
 
Section L1    10 marks 

 
Listening for Meaning 
Five conversations.  4 options given for each.  The candidate listens and 
chooses the correct option.  There are distracters in the conversation, but 
the answer is stated clearly. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Listening for words in context 
A gapped listening with the text on the test paper.  There are ten gaps. 

 
Section L3    20 marks 
 

Listening for meaning 
A passage with ten true / false statements, which appear in the correct 
order. 
 



LIS

 75

A2+ PRE-INTERMEDIATE LEVEL    50 marks 
 

Section L1    10 marks 
 

Listening for Meaning 
Five conversations.  4 options given for each.  The candidate listens and 
chooses the correct option.  There are distracters in the conversation and 
the answer is not always stated explicitly. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Listening for words in context 
A gapped listening, with text on the test paper.  There are ten gaps.  Three 
of the gaps are two consecutive words. 

 
Section L3    20 marks 
 

Listening for meaning 
A passage with ten true / false statements, which will appear in the 
correct order.   

 
 
B1 INTERMEDIATE LEVEL    50 marks 
 
Section L1    10 marks 
 

Listening for Meaning 
Five conversations.  4 options given for each.  The candidate listens and 
chooses the correct option.  There are distracters in the conversation and 
the answer is not always stated explicitly. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Listening for words in context 
A gapped listening, with the text on the paper.  At this level, there are ten 
gaps. Each gap consists of two words.   

 
Section L3    20 marks 
 

Listening for meaning 
A passage with ten true / false /doesn’t say statements, which will appear 
in the correct order. 

 
 
  



LIS

 76

B2 ADVANCED LEVEL    50 marks 
 
Section L1    10 marks 
 

Listening for, and writing in, information 
A page from a notebook to complete with 10 gaps.  Candidates will listen 
for numbers, dates, spelling (names), places, colours, address etc. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Listening for meaning 
The news, with 10 true / false/ doesn’t say statements.   

 
Section L3    20 marks 
 

Listening for Information 
 
Five speakers (monologues). Two 3-options questions for each.  

 
 
C1 PROFICIENCY LEVEL    50 marks 
 
Section L1    20 marks 
 

Listening for information 
Tour guide type monologue. There are two types of questions: five 3-part 
multiple choice and five gapped sentences to complete with information 
from the recording. 

 
Section L2    20 marks 
 

Listening for Meaning and Inference 
Five monologues. Two 3-option questions for each. Candidates are 
listening for the speaker’s feelings and opinions as well as facts. 

 
Section L3    10 marks 
 

Listening for Information 
 
Interview style dialogue. Five 3-part multiple choice questions for each. 
Candidates must be prepared to listen for opinion, feeling etc 
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C2 MASTERS LEVEL    50 marks 
 
N.B. One element of the listening paper will contribute to the writing mark 
(W1). 
 
Candidates will hear sections L1 and L2 TWICE. 
 
 
 
Section L1    16 marks 
 

Listening for Information 
Eight 3-option multiple-choice questions.  The candidate hears an 
extended interview on a general topic e.g. the travel, holidays, or interests 
of the interviewee and marks the correct option.   

 
Section L2    10 marks 
 

Listening for Meaning and Inference 
Five x 3-option multiple choice questions. Dialogue extract. Candidates 
must listen for who holds the opinion, speaker one, speaker two or both. 
 
Candidates will hear sections L3 and L4 ONCE only. 

 
Section L3    8 marks 
 

Listening for Meaning and Inference 
2 short monologue extracts, with 2 x three-part multiple choice questions 
for each one.  

 
Section L4    16 marks 
 

Listening for Information and Note Taking 
The candidate hears a radio advertisement for a concert, sports occasion 
or similar activity.  He or she takes notes while listening.  The notes 
themselves are not marked as part of the examination but he / she writes 
a letter as instructed using them.  
 
Candidates are awarded marks for both listening AND writing in this 
section. 
 

 Listening marks are awarded for content. See below for written marks. 
 
Section W1    5 marks 
A mark will be awarded out of 5 for style and organisation of the letter written. 
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Introduction to Speaking Tests 
 
If your students are taking part in the Anglia Speaking Tests, they will need extra 
guidance to make sure that they are well-prepared. Your role as a teacher will be 
very important to them, so you should know how it works. 
 
Decide the level 
 
The vast majority of students will take the speaking test at the same level as they 
are taking the reading/writing and listening tests.  The fact that speaking is an 
active skill without time to reflect and correct, is taken into account in setting the 
marking criteria and task types for each level. Speaking tests are separately 
certificated at all levels. The candidate will receive two certificates. On the first 
certificate, they will receive an overall grade and separate percentages for each 
of the three mandatory skills. On their speaking test certificate they will receive a 
separate grade. 
 
Prepare for the test 
 
For the levels up to Preliminary, the students need only prepare if they want to 
do something extra at the test, like perform a rhyme, chant, poem or song. From 
Elementary onwards, students are expected to prepare specific parts of the test. 
Please use the preparation topics in this section where provided to give the 
student an idea of what to expect during the examination. Most students like to 
prepare, so perhaps you can help and support them, possibly organise mock 
examinations, so that they know what to expect. 
 
Taking the examination 
 
For the levels up to Pre-intermediate, you can conduct the examinations, if you 
meet Anglia’s Examiner requirements, with your own students or if required an 
external examiner can conduct them. The examination is recorded as an MP3 
and sent to Anglia Examinations in Chichester (UK) for moderation. At 
Intermediate and above, an external examiner must conduct them. All materials 
like pictures, exam forms and instructions, will be sent at least one week before 
the exam date.  
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OVERVIEW 
 

LEVEL TIME 
(mins) 

MATERIALS TASK1 TASK2 TASK3 Student 
preparation 

First Step 5-7 mins  
for 3 students 

pictures or 
objects from 
First Step word 
list 

warm up a ) – naming 
b) – yes/no 

understanding 
word groups        

no 

Junior 5-8 mins for 2 
students 

four A4 pictures 
 

warm up Identifying 
actions and 
objects 

answering 
questions about 
pictures 
 
3A optional 
extension 

no (unless 
choosing the 
extension) 

Primary 5-8 mins for 2 
students 

four A4 pictures 
 
odd-one-out 
cards 

warm up  odd-one-out 
 

answering 
questions about 
pictures 
 
3A optional 
extension 

no (unless 
choosing the  
extension) 

Preliminary 
(A1) 

11 mins for 2 
students 

five pictures in 
A4  
 
set of seven 
narrative 
pictures 

warm up telling a story in 
the past simple 
from picture 
prompts (3 
narrative 
pictures) 

‘Spot the 
difference’ 
information gap 
exercise 
 
3A optional 
extension  

no (unless 
choosing the 
extension) 

Elementary 
(A2) 

11 – 12 mins for 
2 students 

discussion 
topics 
 

warm up talking about a 
familiar picture 

Student-student 
Interview 
/discussion  

students must 
find 3 pictures 
and prepare  to 
talk about them 

Pre-
intermediate 
(A2+) 

10-15 mins for 
2 students 

Pictures to 
provide 
contrast to 
candidate’s 
photo 

warm-up Talking about 
picture. Compare 
it with other 
(unseen) pictures 

talk and 
discussion 

yes — students 
bring a photo  

Intermediate 
(B1) 

15 mins for 2 
students 

discussion 
topics 
 
planning an 
event role 
cards 

warm up Prepared 
discussion 
 

discussion and 
decision-making 
around 
organising an 
event 

yes - students 
prepare 
answers to the 
conditional 
discussion 
topics  

Advanced (B2) 20 mins for 2 
students 

discussion 
topics 
 
priority 
ordering cards 

warm up prepared talk 
and discussion 

discussion and 
decision-making 
around priority 
ordering  
(8 items) 

yes - students 
prepare a short 
talk 

Proficiency 
(C1) 

20 mins for 2 
students 
 

list of 
discussion 
topics 
 
readings for 
discussion 

interview-
style warm 
up 

discussion of 
recent issues in 
the news,  from 
prepared short 
news items 
Now much 
shorter in length  

Semi-prepared 
discussion on 
topical issues. 
Individual 
statements are 
NOT seen as 
preparation 
material 

yes — students 
prepare task 2 
and know the 
topics in 
advance for 
task 3 

Masters (C2) 20 mins for 2 
students 

list of 
discussion 
topics 
 
readings for 
discussion 
 

interview-
style warm 
up 

Discussion of 
recent issues in 
the news,  from 
prepared news 
articles  
Now much 
shorter in length 

Unseen debate 
and discussion on 
topical issues 

yes – students 
prepare  tasks 2 
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FIRST STEP LEVEL (5–7 mins for 3 students) 
 
Task 1: Warm up (1min) 
 

The students answer the examiner’s questions. 
 My name is X. What is your name? .........   
 How old are you? .......... 

 
Task 2a: Naming (1-2 mins) 
 

The examiner points at an object, the candidate says the word: 
         e.g.  a cake     
  a dog    
 

Task 2b: Yes/No (1-2 mins)  
 

 The examiner asks yes/no questions, the candidate responds. 
         e.g.  Is it a bird?      
  Is this yellow? 
                Is it an apple?   
  Is this blue? 

 
Task 3:  Understanding word groups (1-2 mins) 
 

The examiner says a group of words consisting of number; colour; object. 
The candidate points at, or picks up the objects or cards. 
  e.g.  [give me] three green cars 
  [can you find] three green cars?       
  [And now] two red doors;  

 
Requires preparation by the candidate? NO 
 
 
JUNIOR LEVEL (5–8 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Introduction (1 - 2 minutes) 
 

The examiner encourages the students to talk about one or more of the 
following topics: 

 name 
 age 
 family (parents; brothers; sisters) 
 pets 

 
Lots of question prompts are usually used at this level. 

 
Task 2: Answering questions about pictures (2 - 3 minutes maximum) 
 

The examiner has 2 pictures, each showing a person doing something 
different. The student chooses the correct picture, according to what the 
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examiner says e.g. the boy is reading a book. The examiner will then ask 
one or two further questions relating to that picture – clothes, colours etc. 
 

Task 3: Answering questions about pictures (2 - 3 minutes maximum) 
 

The examiner has the pictures face down on the table.   Each student 
picks one.       
                                       

 The examiner points to some objects for the students to name 
in turn. “What’s this?” 

 Taking turns, the students find some more.  
 
 Example questions: 

What’s this? (the examiner points to an object; the student 
answers.) 

     Where is………..? 
     What colour is this? 
     How many……………are there in the picture? 
  
     What can you see in the picture? 
           
Task 3a: Optional Extension (where appropriate) (2 minutes maximum) 
 

 The examiner may ask questions about the picture. 
 The examiner may ask any or all of the children to perform a 

chant, rhyme, song or poem they know.  
 
Requires preparation by the candidate? NO (unless choosing the 
extension) 
 
 
PRIMARY LEVEL (5–8 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Introduction (1 - 2 mins) 
 

The examiner encourages each of the students in turn to talk about one 
or more of the following topics: 
 

 name 
 age 
 family ( parents; brothers; sisters) 
 pets 
 ‘favourite’ food, colour, animal, etc. 

 
Task 2: Odd-one-out (1 - 2 min) 
 

 The examiner shows the students one of the word sets, says 
all four words aloud and then says which is the odd-one-out, 
and why.  

 The examiner shows several sets of these to the students and 
asks them in turn to -  say each of the four words aloud  
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            -  say which is the odd-one-out and why.  
 

Example: 
e.g. “cat, dog, cake, fish. The cake is the odd one out because it’s a 
food. It’s not an animal.” 

            Read these words now, please.  Which is the odd-one-out? Why? 
 

Task 3: Answering questions about pictures (3 mins) 
   

The examiner has the pictures face down on the table.  The student picks 
one.       
                                       

 The examiner points to some objects and actions for each 
student to name, and says some for each student to find. 

 The students find some more in turn. 
 Each of the students may pick another card or stay with the 

first, according to how well it is going. 
 
Examples: 

What’s this? (the examiner points to object; the student answers.) 
 Where is……… ? 
 What colour is this? 
 How many…………… are there in the picture? 

What is he doing? 
  What can you see in the picture? 

 
Task 3a: Optional Extension (where appropriate) (2 - 3 mins) 
 

 The examiner may ask any or all of the children to perform a 
chant, rhyme, song or poem they know. 

 
Requires preparation by the candidate? NO (unless choosing the 
extension) 
 
 
A1 PRELIMINARY LEVEL (11 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Introduction (2 mins) 
 

The examiner invites each of the students in turn to talk about 
him/herself using any of the following prompts. 
 

1. family 
 Have you got any brothers and sisters? 
 What are the differences between them? 
 How old are they? 
 Who is the eldest/ youngest? 
 Have you got grandparents? 
 Do you see them often?  
 Have you got any pets? 
 Tell me about your pets/cat/dog/hamster etc 
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2. home 
 Can you describe your house? 
 What is your favourite place/room? 
 Why is it your favourite room? 
 Have you got a bedroom of your own or do you share it? 
 Which is the biggest/smallest room?  
 Where is the television/ computer/ sofa etc (encourage use 

of prepositions of place: near, next to, in, etc. 
 Have you got a garden?  
 What do you do in the garden? 

 
3. free time 

 What are your hobbies? 
 What is your favourite sport? 
 What do you like watching on television? 
 What do you do on Saturdays? (encourage present simple) 
 What did you do yesterday after school/last weekend? 

(encourage past simple) 
 
Task 2: Telling a story from pictures (3 mins) 
   

The students are given three pictures which show a simple narrative. The 
assessor asks one or two past simple questions to elicit the beginning of 
the story. e.g. Where did Steven go last weekend? (He went to the park) 
What did he do there? (He played football with his friends) The examiner 
asks each of the students in turn to say what happened in the story. The 
assessor will ask as many questions as necessary to facilitate this. 

 
What ………..? 
Where………..? 
How many…………? 
Why……………? 
 

Task 3: Spot the difference information gap exercise (3 mins)  
 

The students are given one picture each of the odd-one-out set. They talk 
to each other to find where the differences are in the two pictures. They 
should not show each other their pictures but question each other to 
work out the differences. The candidates should take the pictures as 
prompts to use their English. 

 
Written flash-card prompts are placed on the table to help candidates ask 
suitable questions to find the differences. 
e.g.  Is there a….?    What colour….?     How many….?   Have you got a ….? 

 
Task 3a: Optional Extension (where appropriate) (2-3 mins) 
 

The examiner may ask any or all of the children to perform a chant, 
rhyme, song or poem they know. 
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Requires preparation by the candidate? NO (unless choosing the 
extension) 
 
 
A2 ELEMENTARY LEVEL (11–12 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Warm Up/Introduction (3 mins) 
 

The examiner invites each of the students in turn to talk about 
him/herself. 
 

Example Questions: 
 How many brothers and sisters have you got? 
 Do you like animals? Have you got any pets? What do they 

eat, etc? 
 Do you go on holiday with your family sometimes? Where 

do you go? 
 
Task 2: Talking about a familiar picture (4 mins) 
 

The examiner invites each of the students in turn to talk about the 
pictures he/she has brought to the exam. 
 

N.B. Pictures that work well are holiday photos, family events, parties etc 
 

Portrait pictures or baby pictures of the candidate are not suitable for this 
task. 
 

Example conversation: This looks like a very interesting picture. Tell me 
about it. 

... Who’s that? When was it taken? (for a photograph) Where did you 
get it? (for a picture from a magazine). Why did you choose this 
picture? (e.g. picture of family at the beach) Do you go there often? 
(e.g. picture of a famous person) Would you like to be famous/ a pop 
star/ in a band? etc. 

 
Task 3: Discussion Topics (4 mins) 
 

The students each choose a topic from the list. They then interview each 
other on this topic.  
    

Example topics: 
 my favourite day of the year 
 my favourite TV programme 
 how I spend my free time in the evenings and at 

weekends 
 my  best and worst subjects at school  
 what I use a computer for 

 
Requires preparation by the candidate? YES, candidates prepare 3 
pictures to talk about in task 2 
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A2+ PRE-INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (10–15 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Warm Up/Introduction (2–4 mins) 
 

The examiner invites the student to talk about him/herself. The students 
should ask each other questions. 

 
Task 2: Talking about pictures (4-5 mins)  

 
The examiner invites each of the students in turn to talk about the 
picture he/she has brought to the exam. The examiner then provides a 
picture of the same topic (eg holiday, hobby) but with different content 
and encourages the candidate to compare. 
 

Example conversation: This looks like a very interesting 
picture. Tell me about it. 

... Here’s another picture of a different type of holiday. Can you 
tell me what is different about the pictures? Which kind of 
holiday looks best to you? 

 
Task 3: Unprepared talk and follow-up questions (4 - 6 mins) 
 

Students will discuss their likes and dislikes, their favourite or their least 
favourite things:  

e.g.  my favourite person  
 my favourite subject at school  
 the food I dislike most 
 a television programme I don’t like 
 

The students are invited to have an interactive conversation: they ask 
each other questions and comment on what is being said. 

  
                                 
Requires preparation by the candidate? YES, candidates bring one 
photograph        
 
 
B1 INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (15 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Introductory warm-up (2-4 mins) 
 

Ask the students about themselves. Ask about dreams, hopes and 
ambitions for the future. 

 
Task 2: Prepared discussion (4 - 6 mins)  
 

The topics have been handed out beforehand. The questions are all 
hypothetical conditions. 
 
The students take turns to say what they would do/be and answer any 
follow up questions from the other student.  
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Example topics: 
 

Where would you most like to spend a weekend with friends? 
 

1. Shopping 
2. Rock climbing 
3. Playing on the computer 
4. Swimming in the sea 
5. Horse riding 
6. Doing nothing much 

 
 
Task 3: Planning an event (4 - 6 mins)   
 
 

Example 3: You and your partner have the job of organising a picnic 
for 10 people. The picnic is a surprise for your friend’s birthday. 
 
Think about what you are going to eat and drink, what kind of plates 
etc you will have (if any) and how you are going to carry it to the picnic 
place. 
 
You must give brief reasons to explain your choices 

 
 
Requires preparation by the candidate? YES, candidates prepare 
answers to the conditional discussion topics for task 2 

 
B2 ADVANCED LEVEL (20 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Introductory warm-up (2-4 mins) 
 

Each student is asked to introduce him or herself. The students are 
prompted to ask each other questions about their lives, and in particular 
their interests, skills and talents, hopes and so on.   

 
Task 2: Prepared talk and discussion (8-10 mins)  
 

Each student gives a short presentation (2 - 3 minutes) on a topic from the 
list. Then students respond to one another’s presentations for about 3 
minutes each.  
 
Example topics: 
 

1. The Olympics should not be held in different countries every 
time. It should always be held in Greece. Do you agree? 

2. It is too late to save the planet.  Do you agree?     
3. One day computers will be able to think for themselves and 

even have feelings. Do you agree? 
4. In 20 years time, Chinese will be more important than English. 

Do you agree? 
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5. Religion is best kept just as a private matter.  Do you agree? 
 

Task 3: Free discussion and decision-making (about 8 mins) 
 

Priority ordering – each student draws a card containing a list of subjects, 
the order of importance of which they have to decide on with their 
partner by negotiation. 
 
Example: 

Is your school a good one? What makes a good school? 
Decide which of the following are most important in making a 
school a good one by ranking them in order of importance 1 (the 
most important) to 8 (the least important). 

*   INTERESTING LESSONS 
*   STRICT DISCIPLINE 
*   A FRIENDLY HEAD TEACHER 
*   GOOD TEACHERS 
*   CLEVER STUDENTS 
*   SUPPORTIVE PARENTS 
*   WELL-BEHAVED STUDENTS  
*   A STRONG HEAD TEACHER  
 

Requires preparation by the candidate? YES, candidates prepare a short 
talk on one of the topics for task 2 
 
 
C1 PROFICIENCY LEVEL (20 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Introductory warm up (up to 4 mins) 
 

The object here is to give the students the opportunity to feel more 
comfortable and to be able to warm up by asking the candidates to introduce 
themselves and tell why they are taking the examination. Explore any 
particular academic, vocational or professional ambitions they may have. 
 

Among the questions used are:   
 What’s your name and number? (This is a necessary double check 

with the name and number previously recorded). 
 Would you please tell something about yourself? Other questions 

are admissible such as: 
 How long have you been learning English? 
 What are your future plans?  

 
Task 2: Discussion of recent issues in the news (up to 8 mins) 
 

The two readings which the students have prepared are on the table. 
Each candidate is asked which reading they would like to talk about.  
 
Candidates begin by talking about the article uninterrupted, after which 
the examiner will explore the issues with them. 
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For example, a short article about computer games and the internet may be 
followed by questions like this:   
 
 
Suggested Points to consider 

 
 How many hours a week do you spend playing video games or playing 

games online?  
 Is it something only boys do? 
 What are the dangers of video games or being online? 
 Do violent games really desensitise the players to violence? 
 Would a classification and censorship system such as this work? 
 Are there any benefits, educational or otherwise, of video games and 

online games? 
 

Task 3: Semi-prepared topic for discussion (up to 8 mins)  
 

Candidates have been given three possible topics for discussion in 
advance of the exam. Two of those topics are placed on the table. Ask 
each candidate which topic they have chosen. Then choose at random 
one of the statements in that group and invite each candidate to speak. 
These are not given to the candidates as preparation material. 
The object of this part is to let the candidates speak uninterrupted, after 
which you will stimulate debate with them. It is at the examiner’s 
discretion when to begin prompting.  
 
Example topic: 

 
GROUP ONE: TOURISM 
 

The individual statements or questions are NOT seen by the candidates 
before the exam. 

1. Tourism will have to be severely reduced to save the 
planet. 

2. Tourism is the single most important way we will all 
learn to understand each other.  

3. There is a big difference between ‘tourism’ and ‘travel’.   
4. Tourism is not good for a country because most of the 

jobs it creates are poorly paid servants. 
5. The popularity of tourism proves that this is something 

all human beings love doing. 
 
Requires preparation by the candidate? YES, candidates prepare 
material for task 2 and topic vocabulary for task 3 
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C2 MASTERS LEVEL (20 mins for 2 students) 
 
Task 1: Introductory warm up (up to 4 mins) 
 

The object here is to give the students the opportunity to feel more 
comfortable and to be able to warm up by asking the candidates to introduce 
themselves and tell why they are taking the examination.  
 

 Among the questions used are:   
 What’s your name and number? (This is a necessary double 

check with the name and number previously recorded). 
 Would you please tell something about yourself and why 

you are taking this examination? 
 
Other questions could be used such as: 

 How long have you been learning English?  
 Why did you want to learn it?  
 What do you expect to be doing in, say, 20 years’ time. 
 How do you expect the world to have changed by then? 

  
Task 2: Discussion of recent issues in the news (up to 8 mins) 
 

Candidates have prepared the two newspaper articles for this level. They 
are on the table. Each candidate is asked which article they would like to 
talk about.  
 
The candidates begin by saying anything they have to say about the 
article uninterrupted, after which the examiner will explore the issues 
with them. 
 

For example, a newspaper article about nepotism, corruption, royalty and the 
animal world may be followed by questions like this: 

 
Possible points to explore.  These are not given to the candidates as 
preparation material. 
 

 Can/should we make any deductions about human society by looking 
at animal ‘society’? 

 How much of what we do is nature (DNA, genes) and how much is 
nurture, do you think? 

 Is hierarchy in society inevitable? Is a completely egalitarian society 
possible to achieve? 

 Is conflict and cheating in society inevitable? Or is it possible to 
prevent them? 

 Can everything about human society be explained by ‘evolution’? If 
not, what else could explain it? 

 Is a worker’s life always ‘drudgery’? Is a Royal life a desirable one? 
 

  



SPK

 91

 Task 3: Unseen debate and discussion (up to 8 mins) 
 

Each candidate is asked to choose one of four previously unseen 
statements. The candidate is invited in turn to give their opinions about it. 
The object of this part is to let each candidate explain their point of view 
naturally, after which the examiner will stimulate debate with them. 
 
 
Example card: 

STATEMENT 1 
 

People should have the right to choose when, where and 
how they die. 

 
STATEMENT 2 
 

Life is sacred. Suicide, for whatever reason, is always wrong. 
 
 STATEMENT 3 
 

Looking after one’s own young is so basic a human instinct 
that we should not try and deny it.  Mothers should never 
leave their babies before they are about three years old at 
least. If they do the baby suffers from mother deprivation 
and the mother suffers from baby deprivation.  

 
STATEMENT 4 
 

There are many ways of bringing up babies that needn’t 
include the mother as the person who is with them most of 
the day. Babies need not suffer from this; indeed they often 
benefit from it. 

 
Requires preparation by the candidate? YES, candidates prepare 
material for task 2 
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Marking Criteria Speaking Tests 
 

 

FIRST STEP 
 COMMUNICATION/ 

CONTENT 
PRONUNCIATION RANGE OF VOCABULARY/ 

GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY 

D 

The student can 
comfortably participate in 
the activities.  

Clearly understandable 
throughout. 

The student is clearly at ease 
with most of the basic words 
and minimal structures of the 
level.  

M 

The student can participate 
in the activities with 
significant prompting. 
 

Sufficiently adequate to 
be understandable. 

The student knows some of 
the basic words and 
grammatical structures of the 
level.   

P 

The student can only 
participate in the activity 
with a lot of help and 
prompting. 

Poor, but understandable 
at least some of the time. 

The student knows a few of 
the most basic words and 
grammar needed for the 
level.   

R 

The student cannot get 
going in the activity in spite 
of seeming to try. 

The student cannot be 
understood most of the 
time. 

The student knows too few 
words to participate in the 
test. 

U Student says nothing or virtually nothing in English. 

 
 
JUNIOR, PRIMARY AND PRELIMINARY (A1)  

 COMMUNICATION/ 
CONTENT 

PRONUNCIATION RANGE OF VOCABULARY/ 
GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY 

D 

The student can 
comfortably respond to the 
examiner’s questions.  

Clearly understandable 
throughout the test. 

The student is clearly at ease 
with the basic words and 
grammatical structures of the 
level.  

M 

The student understands 
the examiner most of the 
time and gives a correct 
answer to at least half the 
questions. 

Sufficiently adequate to 
be understandable. 

The student knows the basic 
words and grammatical 
structures of the level. There 
may be a few errors. 

P 

The student understands a 
good proportion of the 
questions, and gives some 
right answers.  

Poor, but understandable 
at least half the time. 

The student knows the most 
basic words and grammar 
needed for the level although 
there are obvious 
errors/omissions. 

R 

A combination of not 
answering and answering 
wrongly, making 
communication impossible. 

The student cannot be 
understood most of the 
time. 

The student knows 
insufficient basic words or 
grammar to participate in the 
test. 

U No communication in English taking place at all. 

D  =   Distinction 
M  =  Merit 
P   =   Pass 
R   =   Refer 
U  =   Ungraded 
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A2 ELEMENTARY 
 COMMUNICATION CONTENT PRONUNCIATION VOCABULARY GRAMMAR 

D 

Communication 
is effective for 
the situation 
even though 
answers may be 
short and 
hesitation may 
be noticeable.  
Within the 
limitations of the 
level there is 
good interaction. 

 
 

Shows the ability 
to speak   
adequately 
about the 
subjects. 

Words are very 
well articulated 
and can easily 
be understood. 

A good range of 
vocabulary 
appropriate for 
the tasks at this 
level. 

The grammatical 
forms of the 
level are 
confidently used 
for most of the 
test. 
There will be 
inaccuracies and 
inappropriate 
uses when the 
candidate 
attempts 
grammatical 
forms outside 
the level. 

M 

There is active 
participation 
during the 
conversation, 
even if many 
prompts are 
needed and 
there is a lot of 
hesitation. 

Has the ability to 
speak 
sufficiently 
about the 
subject and can 
react 
adequately. 

Good 
articulation but 
there may be 
some mistakes. 

An adequate 
range of 
vocabulary is 
used to cover all 
the subjects 
discussed, 
though help may 
have to be given. 

The candidate’s 
use of the 
grammatical 
forms of the 
level is sufficient 
for all the tasks, 
although there 
may be errors. 

P 

Some 
communication 
with the 
examiner takes 
place but it 
tends to be only 
on repeated 
prompts, only 
with short 
answers and 
with limited 
scope for active 
participation. 

Can speak about 
the subjects in a 
basic way, but 
no more than 
that. 

Words are 
sufficiently well 
pronounced to 
be understood 
even if there are 
many mistakes. 

Vocabulary is 
very limited for 
the level, but is 
just sufficient to 
cover most of 
the subjects 
discussed.  

There may be 
many obvious or 
even basic 
mistakes, but 
the use of 
grammatical 
forms 
appropriate to 
the level is   
adequate for 
understandable 
exchanges to 
take place. 

R 

Poor 
communication 
with the 
examiner. 

 
 
 
 

 

Cannot speak 
intelligibly about 
the subjects. 

Very poor 
articulation, 
virtually 
impossible to 
understand. 

Vocabulary is 
not at all 
adequate for the 
situation. 

The grammatical 
structures 
available to the 
candidate are 
insufficient. 
There are very 
few accurate 
structures 
observed at all. 

U Little or no communication in English takes place at all. 
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A2+ PRE-INTERMEDIATE 
 COMMUNICATION CONTENT PRONUNCIATION VOCABULARY GRAMMAR 

D 

Communication 
is effective and 
comprehensible 
for the level. It 
may mostly be 
short answers 
but a reasonable 
attempt at more 
extended 
responses is 
made too. 

Shows the ability 
to speak more 
than adequately 
about the 
subjects, is clear, 
and can add 
personal views. 

Words are very 
well articulated 
and can easily 
be understood. 

A wide range of 
vocabulary 
appropriate for 
the level is well 
used. 

The grammatical 
forms of the 
level are used 
with reasonable 
confidence for 
most of the test. 

M 

There is active 
participation 
during the 
conversation, 
even if many 
prompts are 
needed. 

Has the ability to 
speak 
sufficiently 
about the 
subject and can 
react 
adequately. 

Good 
articulation but 
there may be 
some mistakes. 

An adequate 
range of 
vocabulary is 
used to cover all 
the subjects 
discussed. 

The candidate’s 
use of the 
grammatical 
forms of the 
level is sufficient 
for all the tasks 
at this level, 
although there 
may be errors. 

P 

Some 
communication 
with the 
examiner takes 
place with 
prompting and 
assistance from 
the examiner. 
 

Can speak about 
the subjects but 
in a very limited 
way. 

Words are 
sufficiently well 
pronounced to 
be understood 
even if there are 
many mistakes. 

Vocabulary is 
very limited for 
the level, but is 
just sufficient to 
cover most of 
the subjects 
discussed.  

There may be 
obvious or even 
basic mistakes, 
but the use of 
grammatical 
forms 
appropriate to 
the level is still 
adequate. 

R 

Poor 
communication 
with the 
examiner. 

 
 

Cannot speak 
intelligibly about 
the subjects. 

Very poor 
articulation, 
virtually 
impossible to 
understand. 

Vocabulary is 
not at all 
adequate for the 
situation. 

The grammatical 
structures 
available to the 
candidate are 
insufficient. 
There are very 
few accurate 
structures 
observed at all. 

U Little or no communication in English takes place at all. 
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The following criteria are a summary of our holistic approach to marking 
the speaking tests. More detailed criteria for assessing accredited levels 
can be found in the AIM Awards Suite of ESOL International Qualifications 
Specification. 

 
B1 INTERMEDIATE 

 COMMUNICATION CONTENT PRONUNCIATION VOCABULARY GRAMMAR 

D 

Can keep going 
comprehensibly 
and express 
most of what 
he/she wants to 
say. There may 
be pausing for 
grammatical and 
lexical planning. 
Can do more 
than just short 
answers or 
sentences but 
may occasionally 
need to go back 
over phrases, 
repair mistakes 
etc. 

Covers the 
subjects of 
discussion 
satisfactorily. 
  
    

Clear 
pronunciation 
and 
stress/intonation
. 
  

Uses 
appropriate 
words and idiom 
for the tasks at 
this level. 
  

Inaccuracies and 
inappropriate 
uses, but 
generally 
confident with 
the structures 
demanded by 
the tasks. 

M 

Candidate is 
reasonably 
fluent but has 
false starts and 
repairs. 

Covers the 
subject 
adequately.  

Reasonable. 
Pronunciation 
and stress / 
intonation.       

Adequate words 
and idiom for all 
the tasks at this 
level 

Mistakes are 
made but do not 
seriously break 
up the flow. 

P 

Candidate can 
manage tasks 
and contribute 
effectively to the 
discussion but 
needs obvious 
prompting and 
help to keep 
going. 

Can cover the 
subject 
adequately but 
needs help and 
prompting. 

Mother tongue 
easily detected 
and leading to 
oddities in stress 
and intonation, 
but not generally 
interfering with 
understanding.    

Just about 
adequate words 
and idiom for 
the tasks, with 
prompting and 
help. 

Mistakes but can 
keep going and 
make 
him/herself 
understood. 

R 

Pauses and 
hesitation 
indicating lack of 
adequate range 
in candidate’s 
spoken English 
to cope with the 
tasks at this 
level. 

 

Does not cover 
the subject. Is 
very hesitant 
about what to 
say, even with 
prompting and 
help.  
  

Flow of 
pronunciation 
and intonation 
not inspiring 
confidence in 
the speaker 
having an 
intermediate 
level of spoken 
English. 

Vocabulary too 
limited to be 
called functional 
at this level.  

Mistakes 
indicating 
intermediate 
grammar in 
spoken English 
not quite 
achieved.  

U Little or no communication in English takes place at all. 
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B2 ADVANCED 
 COMMUNICATION CONTENT PRONUNCIATION VOCABULARY GRAMMAR 

D 

Can produce 
extended 
stretches of 
language with 
fairly even 
tempo and 
interact without 
placing strain on 
the participants. 
May need to 
hesitate and 
pause for 
thought. 

Covers the 
subjects of 
discussion well. 
Can tackle every 
aspect of the 
conversation 
and discussion 
even if it is an 
effort. 
    

Good, clear 
pronunciation 
and stress 
/intonation. 
  

Uses a variety of 
appropriate 
words and 
idiom. 
  

Some 
inaccuracies 
and 
inappropriate 
uses, but 
generally 
confident with 
the structures 
demanded by 
the tasks. 

M 

Candidate is 
reasonably 
fluent but some 
unevenness of 
tempo and 
longer pauses 
for thought. 

Covers the 
subjects 
satisfactorily. 
Effort made not 
too distracting 
for participants. 

Reasonable. 
Pronunciation 
and  
Stress / 
intonation.       

Adequate words 
and idiom for all 
the tasks. 

Mistakes are 
made but do 
not usually 
break up the 
flow. 

P 

Candidate can 
make his/her 
way through the 
interactions but 
the effort is very 
obvious and 
could be 
distracting for 
the flow of 
conversation. 

May not say 
what he/she 
thinks but rather 
what he/she can 
say, leading to 
blocked 
discussion, but 
not a complete 
stop. 

Mother tongue 
easily detected 
and leading to 
oddities in stress 
and intonation, 
but not generally 
interfering with 
understanding.    

Just about 
adequate words 
and idiom for all 
the debate and 
discussion, even 
if some 
paraphrase 
noted when a 
true expression 
is missing. 

Mistakes, but 
can continue 
and make 
him/herself 
understood. 

R 

Pauses and 
hesitation 
indicating lack of 
adequate range 
in candidate’s 
spoken English 
to cope with the 
tasks. 
 

Does not 
confidently 
cover the 
subject. Is very 
hesitant about 
what to say.   
  

Flow of 
pronunciation 
and intonation 
not inspiring 
confidence in 
the speaker 
having an 
advanced level 
of spoken 
English. 

Vocabulary too 
limited to be 
called functional 
at this level.  

Mistakes 
indicating 
advanced 
grammar in 
spoken English 
not quite 
achieved.  

U Little or no communication in English takes place at all. 

 
  



SPK

 98

C1 PROFICIENCY 
 COMMUNICATION CONTENT PRONUNCIATION VOCABULARY GRAMMAR 

D 

Candidate can 
express 
him/herself 
fluently and 
spontaneously. 
Sentences are 
well formulated 
but may hesitate 
when the topic 
of discussion is 
difficult. 

Can tackle 
almost all 
aspects of the 
conversation 
and discussion 
without too 
much effort, 
although some 
is detected. 

Good, clear 
pronunciation 
and stress/ 
intonation, but 
some mother 
tongue 
interference 
noticeable. 

Uses a good 
variety of words 
and idioms. Is 
not worried by 
the different 
turns the 
conversation 
takes, but lacks 
full control of 
nuance. 

Some 
inaccuracies and 
inappropriate 
uses, expected 
at C1 level. 

M 

Candidate is 
fluent without 
much hesitation 
Candidate keeps 
the conversation 
going well. 
Answers and 
reactions are to 
the point. 
Functionally 
competent in 
the language. 

Covers the 
subjects 
satisfactorily. 

Confident 
pronunciation 
and stress / 
intonation.       

Good variety of 
words and idiom 
without too 
much 
observable 
effort.   

A few mistakes 
and occasional 
inappropriate 
utterances. 
 

P 

Candidate is 
fluent but 
pauses and 
hesitates and 
delivery does 
not always come 
across as 
effortless. 
 
 

Covers the 
subjects. May go 
round points, 
too, to get over a 
difficulty in 
expressing 
something. 

Mother tongue 
easily detected 
and leading to 
oddities in stress 
and intonation, 
but not generally 
interfering with 
understanding.    

Adequate words 
and idiom for all 
the debate and 
discussion, even 
if some 
paraphrase 
noted when a 
true expression 
is missing. 

 Some mistakes.   

R 

Pauses and 
hesitation 
indicating lack of 
spontaneity in 
candidate's 
ability to use 
spoken English. 

Does not 
confidently 
cover the 
subject. Is 
hesitant about 
what to say for 
language 
reasons rather 
than conceptual 
ones. 

Flow of 
pronunciation 
and intonation 
not inspiring 
confidence in 
the speaker's 
proficiency in 
spoken English. 

Vocabulary too 
limited to be 
called fully 
functional in any 
situation. 

Mistakes 
indicating 
proficient 
grammar in 
spoken English 
not quite 
achieved.  

U Little or no communication in English takes place at all. 
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C2 MASTERS 
 COMMUNICATION CONTENT PRONUNCIATION VOCABULARY GRAMMAR 

D at 
C2 

Candidate is 
completely fluent, 
and fully functional 
in spoken English. 
Sentences are well 
formulated. 
Reactions and 
answers are 
appropriate in 
length and to the 
point.  No more 
hesitation than a 
native speaker 
might employ while 
thinking about what 
to say. 

Fully covers any 
subject raised. 
Unfazed by any 
subject. Only 
hesitation 
conceptual rather 
than linguistic. 

Good, clear 
pronunciation and 
stress /intonation.  
Skilled use of the 
rhythm of the 
conversation.  

Uses wide variety of 
appropriate words 
and idiom. 
Is not worried by 
any turn the 
conversation might 
take. 

Very rare 
inaccuracies in 
grammar. 
Very few 
inappropriate uses, 
which may be seen 
also not as 
mistakes but as 
part of the 
candidate's 
personal dialect. 

M at 
C2 

Candidate is fluent 
without much 
hesitation 
Candidate keeps 
the conversation 
going well. 
Answers and 
reactions are to the 
point. 
Fully functional 
almost to native 
speaker level. 

Covers all subjects 
very well. 

Good confident 
pronunciation and 
stress / intonation.     

Good variety of 
words and idiom 
without observable 
effort.   

Rare mistakes. 
Very occasional 
inappropriacies, but 
these never 
interfering with the 
flow of the 
conversation. 

P at 
C2 

Candidate is fluent 
but hesitates to 
consider his/her 
words a little more 
than a native 
speaker might. 

Covers complex 
subjects 
adequately. Keeps 
the flow. 

Mother tongue 
detected, leading to 
some slight oddities 
in stress and 
intonation 

Adequate variety of 
words and idiom 
for all the debate 
and discussion. 

Occasional 
mistakes, but these 
still incidental.   

P at 
C1 

Candidate can 
express him/herself 
fluently and 
spontaneously. 
Sentences are well 
formulated but may 
hesitate when the 
topic of discussion 
is difficult. 

Can tackle almost 
all aspects of the 
conversation and 
discussion without 
too much effort, 
although some is 
detected. 

Good, clear 
pronunciation and 
stress/ intonation, 
but some mother 
tongue interference 
noticeable. 

Uses a good variety 
of words and 
idioms. Is not 
worried by the 
different turns the 
conversation takes, 
but lacks full 
control of nuance. 

Some inaccuracies 
and inappropriate 
uses, expected at 
C1 level. 

R 

Pauses and 
hesitation 
indicating that 
candidate has not 
got a full mastery of 
the spoken 
language yet.   

Does not 
confidently cover 
the subject. Is 
hesitant about what 
to say for language 
reasons rather than 
conceptual ones. 

Flow of 
pronunciation and 
intonation not 
inspiring 
confidence in the 
speaker's mastery 
of spoken English. 

Vocabulary too 
limited to be called 
fully functional in 
any situation. 

Mistakes more than 
incidental indicating 
total mastery of 
grammar in spoken 
English not quite 
achieved.  

U Little or no communication in English takes place at all. 
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FIRST STEP LEVEL 

The student 

 has a basic vocabulary recognition of about 100 words 
 can read and follow simple instructions 
 can understand the language of basic identification 

 
 
JUNIOR LEVEL   

The student 

 has a basic vocabulary recognition of about 200 words 
 knows how to describe present actions 
 can identify and describe basic location and position 
 can follow a short, simple written text 

 
 
PRIMARY LEVEL   

The student  

 has a basic active vocabulary of about 300 words 
 can tell the time 
 can describe present actions, give personal and family information, 

describe habits, routines, and everyday activities 
 can communicate when and how often an action or event takes place 
 can form questions and negatives 

 
 
PRELIMINARY LEVEL (A1)  

The student 

 has a basic active vocabulary of about 400 words 
 can communicate present and past events, recently completed actions 

and life experiences 
 can communicate where things are and when things happen 
 can express opposites, comparisons and ownership 
 can ask questions, answer questions, and write full sentences 
 can use everyday expressions and phrases to cope in familiar and 

concrete situations 
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ELEMENTARY LEVEL (A2) 

The student has sufficient active vocabulary and structural understanding to 

 write a short connected text on descriptive or narrative topics 
 read and understand a text from a familiar range of topics 
 ask and answer questions about past or present events 
 distinguish between and use a variety of tenses in familiar contexts: past, 

present and future 
 express basic intention, purpose, obligation, preference and advice 
 express simple opinions or requirements in a familiar context 
 communicate a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and 

routine matters 

 
PRE-INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (A2+)   

The student has sufficient active vocabulary and structural understanding to 

 write a short connected text on descriptive, narrative or imaginary topics 
 read and understand a text from a familiar range of topics 
 distinguish between and use a variety of tenses: past, present and future 
 ask and answer questions about past or present or future events 
 express basic intention, purpose, obligation, preference, advice, agreement 

and disagreement, hypothesis and process 
 express opinions on matters which may be of limited, cultural or abstract 

interest as well as factual needs and requirements 

 
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (B1)  

The student has sufficient active vocabulary and structural understanding to 

 write clear connected text on descriptive, narrative or imaginary topics 
 describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and briefly 

give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans 
 read and understand texts from both concrete or abstract topics 
 distinguish between and use a variety of tenses: past, present and future 
 ask and answer questions about past or present or future events 
 express basic intention, purpose, obligation, preference, advice, agreement 

and disagreement process and hypothesis including regret and consequence 
 repeat messages, pass on information, check facts 
 understand non-routine information and cope with limited, unfamiliar 

contexts 

ADVANCED LEVEL (B2)   

The student has a good active vocabulary and structural understanding, and 
can  

 write clear connected text on descriptive, narrative, imaginary or discursive 
topics 
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 write letters, both formal and informal 
 explain and discuss a viewpoint on a topical issue, giving advantages and 

disadvantages 
 understand and respond to the main points of a text on any topic, concrete 

or abstract 
 use language to perform any function likely to arise in a normal social or 

learning context 
 manipulate structures to create emphasis, and vary style and idiom 
 listen and respond to passages and questions in a variety of forms, delivered 

at a measured speaking pace 
 interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity 

 
PROFICIENCY LEVEL (C1)  

The student has a very good active vocabulary and structural understanding, 
and can therefore undertake a course of study in English in further or higher 
education. The student can successfully 

 write clear, organised text on descriptive, narrative, or discursive topics, 
including giving opinion and explaining the advantages and disadvantages of 
a given issue 

 write letters, both formal and informal 
 read and respond to a longer text on any topic, concrete or abstract 
 understand implicit meaning and inference 
 provide an accurate summary of a text  
 use language to perform any function likely to arise in a normal social or 

learning context  
 manipulate structures to create emphasis, and vary style and idiom 
 listen and respond accurately to passages and questions in a variety of forms 

and contexts, delivered at a normal speaking pace 
 communicate with a good degree of fluency and cope with abstract 

expressions and non-standard situations 

 
MASTERS LEVEL (C2) 

The student can confidently manipulate the language and use it both for any 
study or professional purpose. Building on proficiency level, the student can 
successfully 

 take notes while listening to information given at normal speaking pace and 
then use those notes for a targeted task 

 take notes from a long text on any topic and use those notes to argue a case 
in clear, organised written text 

 show understanding of a variety of texts in both a detailed and global way 
 understand and produce language in a variety of styles and idioms 
 construct arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation 
 differentiate finer shades of meaning even in complex situations 
 advise on or talk about complex or sensitive issues, understanding colloquial 

and metaphorical references 
 deal confidently with any situation encountered 
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First Step  
Alphabetical vocabulary list 
 
 
 
Words in red are the American (US) form/equivalent for  
the corresponding British word. 
 
A
a  det   
an  det   

animal n   
apple  n   

 
B 
baby  n   
bag  n 
ball  n   
banana  n   
bed  n   

bike  n   
bird  n   
black  adj   
blue  adj   
book  n   

box  n   
boy  n 
brother  n   
brown  adj 
bus  n   

 
C
cake  n   
car  n   
cat  n   

chair  n   
chocolate  n   
colour  v+n  (color) 

computer  n   
cross  v+n   

 
D
day  n   
dog  n   

door  n   
down  adv+prep   

draw  v   

 
E
ears  n   
egg  n   

eight  det   
eyes  n   

 
F 
face  n   
father  n   
fish  n   

five  det   
flower  n   
food  n   

football  n  (soccer) 
four  det   
Friday  n   

 
G
garden  n 
girl  n 

goodbye  excl   
green  adj   

 
H
hello  excl   house  n   
 
I 
it  pron   ice cream  n  

Grammatical Key 
adj adjective 
adv adverb 
conj conjunction 
det determiner 
excl exclamation 
int interrogative 
n noun 
poss possessive 
prep preposition 
pron pronoun 
v verb 
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L
letter  n   line  n   listen  v   
 
M
Monday  n   mother  n   mouth  n   
 
N
nine  det   nose  n   
 
O 
one  det   orange  adj
 
P 
pen  n pizza  n
 
 
R 
red  adj   
 
S 
Saturday  n   
school  n   
seven  det   

sister  n   
sit  v   
six  det   

stand  v   
stop  v   
Sunday  n   

 
T 
table  n   
teacher  n   
television  n   
ten  det   
tennis  n   

the  det   
three  det   
Thursday  n   
touch  v 
tick  v+n   

train  n   
tree  n   
Tuesday  n   
two  det   

 
U 
up  adv+prep   
 
W 
Wednesday  n   
week  n   

white  adj   
window  n   

word  n   

 
Y 
yellow  adj   
  



VOC

 107

Junior Level  
Alphabetical vocabulary list 
 
 
 
 
Words in red are the American (US) form/equivalent for  
the corresponding British word. 
 
A
am  v 
answer  n 
April  n 

are  v 
arm  n 
at  prep 

August  n 

 
B
basketball  n 
bath  n 
bathroom  n 
bear  n 
bedroom  n 
behind  prep 

best  adj+adv 
bicycle  n 
big  adj 
biscuits  n  (cookie) 
blackboard  n 
boat  n 

body  n 
boots  n 
bowl  n 
breakfast  n 
brown  adj 

 
C
carrot  n 
cassette-player  n 
children  n 
choose  v 

classroom  n 
clock  n 
clothes  n 
cook  v+n 

crocodile  n 
cup  n 
cupboard  n 

 
D
December  n 
desk  n 
dinner  n 

dolphin  n 
dress  n 
drink  v+n 

duck  n 

 
E
eat  v 
eighteen  det 

elephant  n 
eleven det 

exam  n 

 
F
family  n 
favourite  adj (favorite) 
February  n 
fifteen  det 

floor  n 
foot/feet  n 
fork  n 
fourteen  det 

friend  n 
fruit  n 

 
G
glass  n 
go  v 

grass  n 
grey  adj  (gray) 

  

Grammatical Key 
adj adjective 
adv adverb 
conj conjunction 
det determiner 
excl exclamation 
int interrogative 
n noun 
poss possessive 
prep preposition 
pron pronoun 
v verb 
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H
hair  n 
hamburger  n 
hands  n 
happy  adj 
has  v 

hat  n 
have  v 
he  pron 
head  n 
helicopter  n 

her  pron 
his  pron 
home  n 
hot dog  n 

 
I
I  pron 
in  prep 

in front of  prep 
is  v 

its poss adj+pron 

 
J
January  n 
juice  n 

July  n 
June  n 

 
K
kitchen  n knife  n 
 
L
legs  n 
lemon  n 

lion  n 
living room  n 

lunch  n 

 
M
March  n 
mat  n 
May  n 

meal  n 
milk  n 
monkey  n 

month  n 
mouse  n 
my  poss 

 
N
near  prep 
new  adj 

nineteen  det 
no  excl 

November  n 
number  n 

 
O
October  n 
octopus  n 
old  adj 

omelette  n  (omelet) 
on  prep 
our  poss adj 

ours  pron 

 
P
park  n 
parrot  n 
peach  n 
pear  n 
pencil  n 

penguin  n 
(mobile)phone  n 
photo  n 
picture  n 
pink  adj 

plane  n 
plate  n 
play  v 
potato  n 
purple  adj 

 
Q
question  n 
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R
rabbit  n 
radio n 

read  v 
rubber  n (eraser) 

ruler  n 

 
S
sad  adj 
salad  n 
sentence  n 
September  n 
seventeen  det 
shark  n 
she pron 

shirt  n 
shoes  n 
shop  n+v 
short  adj 
sixteen  det 
skirt  n 
small  adj 

snake  n 
socks  n 
sport  n 
starfish  n 
steak  n 
story  n 
swim  v 

 
T
tall  adj 
their  poss adj 
they  poss 
thirteen  det 

tiger  n 
tomato  n 
trainers  n  (sneakers) 
trousers  n  (pants) 

T-shirt  n 
twelve  det 
twenty  det 

 
U
under  adj 
 
V
vase  n 
vegetable  n 

video  n 
volleyball  n 

 
W
watch  v+n 
we  pron 

wear  v 
whale  n 

write  v 

 
Y
year  n 
yes  excl 

you  pron 
young  adj 

your  poss adj 

 
Z
zebra  n 
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Primary Level  
Alphabetical vocabulary list 
 
 
 
 
Words in red are the American (US) form/equivalent for  
the corresponding British word. 
 
A
aeroplane  n  (airplane) 
always  adv 
and  conj 

armchair  n 
army  n 
at the moment  prep 

aunt  n 

 
B
baseball  n 
beach  n 
because  conj 

bread  n 
businessman  n 
businesswoman  n 

but  conj 
butter  v+n 
buy  v 

 
C
cabbage  n 
café  n 
can  v 
car park  n 
castle  n 
cheese  n 
cherry  n 
chicken  n 

chips  n (fries) 
cinema  n  (movie 
theater) 
circle  n 
city  n 
clean  adj+v 
clever  adj 
coat in 

coffee n 
cold  adj+n 
country  n 
countryside  n 
cousin  n 
cows  n

 
D
Dad  n 
dear  adj 

do  v 
doctor  n 

drive  v 
drum  v+n 

 
E
evening  n every  det 
 
F
farm  n 
farmer  n 
field   n 
film  v+n 

fish  v 
flat  n (apartment) 
football match  n  
(soccer match) 

fox  n 
frog  n 
from  prep 

 
G
get up  v 
giraffe  n 
goldfish  n 

good  adj 
grandfather  n 
grandmother  n 

guitar  n 
gun  n 

  

Grammatical Key 
adj adjective 
adv adverb 
conj conjunction 
det determiner 
excl exclamation 
int interrogative 
n noun 
poss possessive 
prep preposition 
pron pronoun 
v verb 
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H
half  adj+n 
have got  v 
hen  n 

hippo  n 
holiday  n 
homework  n 

horse  n 
hot  adj 
how many  int 

 
J
jacket  n jeans  n 
 
K
ketchup  n kite  n 
 
L
lemonade  n 
lesson  n 
like  prep+v 

little  adj 
live  v 
look  v 

lorry  n (truck) 
love  v 

 
M
magazine  n 
make  v 
man/men  n 
melon  n 

mirror  n 
moon  n 
morning   n 
motor bicycle  n 

motorbike  n 
mountain  n 
Mum  n  (Mom)  

 
N
never  adv 
newspaper  n 

next  adj+adv 
nice  adj 

now  adv 

 
O
office  n often  adv or  conj 
 
P
paint  v+n 
paintbrush  n 
past  n+prep 

pet  n 
piano  n 
policeman  n 

policewoman  n 
pretty  adj 
puppet  n 

 
Q
quarter  n 
 
R
rain  v+n 
rectangle  n 

restaurant  n 
ride  v+n 

run  v 

 
S
sandwich  n 
sea  n 
secretary  n 
sheep  n 
shop assistant  n 
shower  v+n 
sleep  v 

snow  n 
sofa  n 
soldier  n 
sometimes  adv 
spider  n 
spoon  n 
square  n 

star  n 
start  v 
strawberry  n 
student  n 
sugar  n 
sun  n 
supermarket  n 
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sweets  n (candy) swimming pool  n 
 
T
talk  v 
taxi  n 
tea  n 
tell  v 
tennis racket  n 
test  v+n 
that  det+pron 

them  pron 
there  adv 
these  det+pron 
thing  n 
this  det+pron 
those  det+pron 
tie  v+n 

to  prep 
today  adv+n 
town  n 
town centre  n  (town 
center) 
tractor  n 
triangle  n 

 
U
uncle  n understand  v usually  adv 
 
V
very  adv village  n 
 
W
walk  v 
want  v 
wardrobe  n  (closet) 
wash  v 
water  n 

weekend  n 
what  int 
when  adv+conj+int 
where  int+pron 
who  pron 

why  int 
wind  n 
woman/women  n 
work  v+n 

 
Z
zoo  n 
 
  



VOC

 113

Preliminary Level (A1) 
Alphabetical vocabulary list 
 
 
 
 
Words in red are the American (US) form/equivalent for  
the corresponding British word. 
 
A
accident  n   
actor  n 
adventure  n   
afternoon  n   

air hostess  n   
airport  n   
America  n   
angry  adj   

answer  v   
apricot  n   
arrive  v   
artist  n   

 
B
balcony  n   
balloon  n   
bean  n   
beard  n   
begin  v   
blanket  n   

blow  v   
bored  adj   
borrow  v   
boss  n   
bracelet  n   
break  v   

break down  phrasal v   
brilliant  adj+n   
build  v   
butterfly  n  

 
C
call  v+n   
camel  n   
camera  n   
campsite  n   
card  n   
carpet  n   
carry  v   
catch  v   
chase  v   
chef  n   

chimney n   
China  n   
circus  n   
climb  v+n   
close  v+adj+adv+n   
clouds  n   
clown  n   
club  n   
coconut  n   
cola  n  (coke)   

come  v   
come on  phrasal v   
comfortable  adj   
comic  n   
competition  n   
cooker  n   
cricket  n   
crisps  n (chips)   
curtains  n   

 
D
dance  v+n   
daughter  n  
decoration  n  
deliver  v  
dentist  n   

dinosaur  n   
dish  n   
doll  n   
donkey  n   
downstairs  adj + adv   

dressing table  n   
(taxi/train) driver  n 
drop  v   
DVD  n   

 
E
earache  n   
earrings  n   
email  n   

enjoy  v   
England  n   
escape  v+n   

excited  adj   
exciting  adj   

 
F
factory  n   fail  v   fair  n   

Grammatical Key 
adj adjective 
adv adverb 
conj conjunction 
det determiner 
excl exclamation 
int interrogative 
n noun 
poss possessive 
prep preposition 
pron pronoun 
v verb 
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fairy  n   
fall  v   
fat  adj   
feel  v   
find  v   
fingers  n   
finish  v+n   
fireman  n   

firefighter  n   
fisherman  n 
flamingo  n   
flute  n   
fly  n   
fog  n   
France  n   
fridge  n   

friendly  adj+adv   
frighten  v   
frightened  adj   
frying pan  n   
fun  n   
funny  adj   
 

 
G
game  n   
ghost  n   
gift  n   
give  v   

glasses n   
goal  n   
goat  n   
golf  n   

grape  n   
great  adj+adv   
Greece  n   
ground  n   

 
H
handbag  n   
hate  v   
headache  n   
hide  v+n   
hills  n   

hobby  n   
hockey  n   
hold  v   
hotel  n    
hungry  adj   

hurt  v   
hurricane  n   
husband  n  

 
I
ice hockey  n   
ice skating  n   
ill  adj (sick)   

interesting  adj   
invite  v   
invitation  n   

island  n   

 
J
jellyfish  n   
jewellery  n (jewelry)   

jump  v   
jungle  n   

 
K
keep  v   
key  n   

kick  v+n   
kind  adj+n   

kitten  n   
knees  n   

 
L
lady  n   
lake  n   
large  adj   
last  adj+adv+n   
laugh  v+n   

lawn  n   
leaf  n   
leave  v   
letter  n   
library  n   

lonely  adj   
lose  v   
lucky  adj   

 
M
machine n   
manager  n   
market  n   

meet  v   
moustache  n   
move  v   

mug  n   

 
N
naughty  adj   necklace  n   neighbour  n  



VOC

 115

(neighbor)   nurse  n  
 
O
onion  n   
open  v   

oven  n   
Ow!  excl   

owl  n  

 
P
pancake  n   
park  v   
pasta  n   
pass  v+n   
pay  v+n   
pea  n   
peacock n   
pick  v+n  
pick up  phrasal v   
pig  n   
pineapple  n   
pizzeria  n   

plant  n   
playground  n  
(football) player  n   
pocket  n   
popcorn  n   
postman  n  
(mail carrier)   
postcard  n   
practise  v+n   
present  n   
President  n   
prison  n   

professor  n   
programme  n  
(program)   
puppy  n   
purse  n   
push  v+n   
put  v   
put on  phrasal v   
puzzle  n   
pyjamas  n  

 
Q
quite  adv   
 
R
rainbow  n   
raincoat  n   
really  adv   
rice  n   

ring  n   
river  n   
robot  n   
roof  n   

rose  n   
rug  n  

 
S
sail  v+n   
sailing  n   
sand  n   
sandcastle  n   
saucepan  n   
saucer  n   
saxophone  n   
scared  adj   
scarf  n   
scary  adj   
scream  v+n   
seagull  n   
see  v   
send  v   
share  v+n   
shelf  n   
shell  n   
shine  v   

shopping centre  n 
(center)   
shorts  n   
shoulder  n   
shout  v+n   
show  v+n   
sing  v   
skateboard  n   
skating  n   
skiing  n   
sky  n   
slide  n+v   
snow-boarding  n  PR 
snowman  n   
son  n   
soup  n   
spaghetti  n   
speak  v   

spend  v   
spinach  n   
sports centre  n  
 (center)   
stairs  n   
station  n   
stay  v   
steal  v   
stomach  n   
stomach-ache  n  
stop  v   
storm  n 
suit  n   
sweep  v   
swimming costume  n   
swimming shorts  n  
(swimming trunks)   
swing  n+v     
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T
take  v+n   
take off  phrasal v   
teeth  n   
teach  v   
team  n   
teddy  n   
tent  n   
terrible  adj   
text   n 
theatre  n (theater)   

thin  adj   
thirsty  adj   
throw  v   
throw away  phrasal v   
ticket  n   
tired  adj   
toes  n   
tomorrow  adv+n   
tonight  adv+n   
tooth  n   

toothache  n   
towel  n   
travel  v   
trip  n   
try  v+n   
try on  phrasal v   
tulip  n   
tunnel  n   

 
U
umbrella  n   upstairs  adj + adv   
 
V
vet  n   violin  n   visit  v+n   
 
W
waiter  n   
waitress  n   
wall  n   

warm  adj+v   
washing  n   
wife  n   

win  v+n   
wonderful  adj   
Wow!  excl   

 
Y
yesterday  adj+adv+n   
 
Z 
zoo keeper  n  
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Combined alphabetical vocabulary list 
 
F First encountered at First Step Level 
J First encountered at Junior Level 
P First encountered at Primary Level 
Pr First Encountered at Preliminary Level 
Words in red are the American (US) form/equivalent for  
the corresponding British word. 
 
A
a  det  F 
accident  n  Pr 
actor  n  Pr 
adventure  n  Pr 
aeroplane  n  (airplane) 
P 
afternoon  n  Pr 
air hostess  n  Pr 
airport  n  Pr 
always  adv  P 
am  v  J 

America  n  Pr 
an  det  F 
and  conj  P 
angry  adj  Pr 
animal n  F 
answer  n  J 
answer  v  Pr 
apple  n  F 
apricot  n  Pr 
April  n  J 
are  v  J 

arm  n  J 
armchair  n  P 
army  n  P 
arrive  v  Pr 
artist  n  Pr 
at  prep  J 
at the moment  prep  P 
August  n  J 
aunt  n  P 

 
B
baby  n  F 
bag  n  F 
balcony  n  Pr 
ball  n  F 
balloon  n  Pr 
banana  n  F 
baseball  n  P 
basketball  n  J 
bath  n  J 
bathroom  n  J 
beach  n  P 
bean  n  Pr 
bear  n  J 
beard  n  Pr 
because  conj  P 
bed  n  F 
bedroom  n  J 
begin  v  Pr 
behind  prep  J 

best  adj+adv  J 
bicycle  n  J 
big  adj  J 
bike  n  F 
bird  n  F 
biscuits  n  (cookie)  J 
black  adj  F 
blackboard  n  J 
blanket  n  Pr 
blow  v  Pr 
blue  adj  F 
boat  n  J 
body  n  J 
book  n  F 
boots  n  J 
bored  adj  Pr 
borrow  v  Pr 
boss  n  Pr 
bowl  n  J 

box  n  F 
boy  n  F 
bracelet  n  Pr 
bread  n  P 
break  v  Pr 
break down  phrasal v 
Pr 
breakfast  n  J 
brilliant  adj+n  Pr 
brother  n  F 
brown  adj  F 
build  v  Pr 
bus  n  F 
businessman  n  P 
businesswoman  n  P 
but  conj  P 
butter  v+n  P 
butterfly  n  Pr 
buy  v  P 

 
C
cabbage  n  P 
café  n  P 
cake  n  F 
call  v+n  Pr 
camel  n  Pr 
camera  n  Pr 

campsite  n  Pr 
can  v+n  P 
car  n  F 
car park  n  P 
card  n  Pr 
carpet  n  Pr 

carrot  n  J 
carry  v  Pr 
cassette-player  n  J 
castle  n  P 
cat  n  F 
catch  v  Pr 

Grammatical Key 
adj adjective 
adv adverb 
conj conjunction 
det determiner 
excl exclamation 
int interrogative 
n noun 
poss possessive 
prep preposition 
pron pronoun 
v verb 
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chair  n  F 
chase  v  Pr 
cheese  n  P 
chef  n  Pr 
cherry  n  P 
chicken  n  P 
children  n  J 
chimney n  Pr 
China  n  Pr 
chips  n (fries)  P 
chocolate  n  F 
choose  v  J 
cinema  n  
(movie theater) P 
circle  n  P 
circus  n  Pr 
city  n  P 
classroom  n  J 

clean  adj+v  P 
clever  adj  P 
climb  v+n  Pr 
clock  n  J 
close  v+adj+adv+n  Pr 
clothes  n  J 
clouds  n  Pr 
clown  n  Pr 
club  n  Pr 
coat in  P 
coconut  n  Pr 
coffee n  P 
cola  n  (coke)  Pr 
cold  adj+n  P 
colour  v+n  (color) F 
come  v  Pr 
come on  phrasal v  Pr 
comfortable  adj  Pr 

comic  n  Pr 
competition  n  Pr 
computer  n  F 
cook  v+n  J 
cooker  n  Pr 
country  n  P 
countryside  n  P 
cousin  n  P 
cows  n  P 
cricket  n  Pr 
crisps  n (chips)  Pr 
crocodile  n  J 
cross  v+n  F 
cup  n  J 
cupboard  n  J 
curtains  n  Pr

 
D
Dad  n  P 
dance  v+n  Pr 
daughter  n  Pr 
day  n  F 
dear  adj  P 
December  n  J 
decoration  n  Pr 
deliver  v  Pr 
dentist  n  Pr 
desk  n  J 
dinner  n  J 
dinosaur  n  Pr 

dish  n  Pr 
do  v  P 
doctor  n  P 
dog  n  F 
doll  n  Pr 
dolphin  n  J 
donkey  n  Pr 
door  n  F 
down  adv+prep  F 
downstairs  adj + adv  
Pr 
draw  v  F 

dress  n  J 
dressing table  n  Pr 
drink  v+n  J 
drive  v  P 
(taxi/train) driver  n  Pr 
drop  v  Pr 
drum  v+n  P 
duck  n  J 
DVD  n  Pr 

 
E
earache  n  Pr 
earrings  n  Pr 
ears  n  F 
eat  v  J 
egg  n  F 
eight  det  F 
eighteen  det  J 

elephant  n  J 
eleven det  J 
email  n  Pr 
enjoy  v  Pr 
England  n  Pr 
escape  v+n  Pr 
evening  n  P 

every  det  P 
exam  n  J 
excited  adj  Pr 
exciting  adj  Pr 
eyes  n  F 

 
F
face  n  F 
factory  n  Pr 
fail  v  Pr 
fair  n  Pr 
fairy  n  Pr 
family  n  J 
fall  v  Pr 

farm  n  P 
farmer  n  P 
fat  adj  Pr 
father  n  F 
favourite  adj (favorite)  
J 
February  n  J 

feel  v  Pr 
field   n  P 
fifteen  det  J 
film  v+n  P 
find  v  Pr 
fingers  n  Pr 
finish  v+n  Pr 
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fireman  n  Pr 
firefighter  n  Pr 
fish  n  F 
fisherman  n  Pr 
five  det  F 
flamingo  n  Pr 
flat  n (apartment)  P 
floor  n  J 
flower  n  F 
flute  n  Pr 
fly  n  Pr 

fog  n  Pr 
food  n  F 
foot/feet  n  J 
football  n  (soccer) F 
football match  n  P 
fork  n  J 
four  det  F 
fourteen  det  J 
fox  n  P 
France  n  Pr 
Friday  n  F 

fridge  n  Pr 
friend  n  J 
friendly  adj+adv  Pr 
frighten  v  Pr 
frightened  adj  Pr 
frog  n  P 
from  prep  P 
fruit  n  J 
frying pan  n  Pr 
fun  n  Pr 
funny  adj  Pr 

 
G
game  n  Pr 
garden  n  F 
get up  v  P 
ghost  n  Pr 
gift  n  Pr 
giraffe  n  P 
girl  n F 
give  v  Pr 
glass  n  J 
glasses n  Pr 

go  v  J 
goal  n  Pr 
goat  n  Pr 
goldfish  n  P 
golf  n  Pr 
good  adj  P 
goodbye  excl  F 
grape  n  Pr 
grandfather  n  P 
grandmother  n  P 

grass  n  J 
great  adj+adv  Pr 
Greece  n  Pr 
green  adj  F 
grey  adj  (gray)  J 
ground  n  Pr 
guitar  n  P 
gun  n  P 

 
H
hair  n  J 
half  adj+n  P 
hamburger  n  J 
handbag  n  Pr 
hands  n  J 
happy  adj  J 
has  v  J 
hat  n  J 
hate  v  Pr 
have  v  J 
have got  v  P 
he  pron  J 
head  n  J 

headache  n  Pr 
helicopter  n  J 
hello  excl  F 
hen  n  P 
her  pron  J 
hide  v+n  Pr 
hills  n  Pr 
hippo  n  P 
his  pron  J 
hobby  n  Pr 
hockey  n  Pr 
hold  v  Pr 
holiday  n  P 

home  n  J 
homework  n  P 
horse  n  P 
hot  adj  P 
hot dog  n  J 
hotel  n   Pr 
house  n  F 
how many  int  P 
hungry  adj  Pr 
hurt  v  Pr 
hurricane  n  Pr 
husband  n  Pr

 
I
I  pron  J 
ice cream  n  F 
ice hockey  n  Pr 
ice skating  n  Pr 
ill  adj (sick)  Pr 

in  prep  J 
in front of  prep  J 
interesting  adj  Pr 
invite  v  Pr 
invitation  n  Pr 

is  v  J 
island  n  Pr 
it  pron  F 
its poss adj+pron  J

 
J
jacket  n  P 
January  n  J 
jeans  n  P 

jellyfish  n  Pr 
jewellery  n (jewelry)  Pr 
juice  n  J 

July  n  J 
jump  v  Pr 
June  n  J 
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jungle  n  Pr 
 
K
keep  v  Pr 
ketchup  n  P 
key  n  Pr 
kick  v+n  Pr 

kind  adj+n  Pr 
kitchen  n  J 
kite  n  P 
kitten  n  Pr 

knees  n  Pr 
knife  n  J 

 
L
lady  n  Pr 
lake  n  Pr 
large  adj  Pr 
last  adj+adv+n  Pr 
laugh  v+n  Pr 
lawn  n  Pr 
leaf  n  Pr 
leave  v  Pr 
legs  n  J 
lemon  n  J 

lemonade  n  P 
letter  n  Pr 
lesson  n  P 
letter  n  F 
library  n  Pr 
like  prep+v  P 
line  n  F 
lion  n  J 
listen  v  F 
little  adj  P 

live  v  P 
living room  n  J 
lonely  adj  Pr 
look  v  P 
lorry  n (truck)  P 
lose  v  Pr 
love  v  P 
lucky  adj  Pr 
lunch  n  J 

 
M
machine n  Pr 
magazine  n  P 
make  v  P 
man/men  n  P 
manager  n  Pr 
March  n  J 
market  n  Pr 
mat  n  J 
May  n  J 
meal  n  J 

meet  v  Pr 
melon  n  P 
milk  n  J 
mirror  n  P 
Monday  n  F 
monkey  n  J 
month  n  J 
moon  n  P 
morning   n  P 
mother  n  F 

motor bicycle  n  P 
motorbike  n  P 
mountain  n  P 
mouse  n  J 
moustache  n  Pr 
mouth  n  F 
move  v  Pr 
mug  n  Pr 
Mum  n  (Mom)  P 
my  poss  J 

 
N
naughty  adj  Pr 
near  prep  J 
necklace  n  Pr 
neighbour  n  
(neighbor)  Pr 
never  adv  P 

new  adj  J 
newspaper  n  P 
next  adj+adv+prep  P 
nice  adj  P 
nine  det  F 
nineteen  det  J 

nose  n  F 
November  n  J 
now  adv  P 
number  n  J 
nurse  n  Pr

 
O
October  n  J 
octopus  n  J 
office  n  P 
often  adv  P 
old  adj  J 
omelette  n  (omelet)  P 

on  prep  J 
one  det  F 
onion  n  Pr 
open  v  Pr 
or  conj  P 
orange  adj+n  F 

our  poss adj  J 
ours  pron  J 
oven  n  Pr 
Ow!  excl  Pr 
owl  n  Pr

 
P
paint  v+n  P paintbrush  n  P pancake  n  Pr 
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park  n  J 
park  v  Pr 
parrot  n  J 
pass  v+n  Pr 
past  adj+n+prep  P 
pasta  n  Pr 
pay  v+n  Pr 
pea  n  Pr 
peach  n  J 
peacock n  Pr 
pear  n  J 
pen  n  F 
pencil  n  J 
penguin  n  J 
pet  n  P 
(mobile)phone  n  J 
photo  n  J 
piano  n  P 
pick  v+n Pr 

pick up  phrasal v  Pr 
picture  n  J 
pig  n  Pr 
pineapple  n  Pr 
pink  adj  J 
pizza  n  F 
pizzeria  n  Pr 
plane  n  J 
plant  n  Pr 
plate  n  J 
play  v  J 
playground  n  PR 
(football) player  n  Pr 
pocket  n  Pr 
policeman  n  P 
policewoman  n  P 
popcorn  n  Pr 
postman  n  
(mail carrier)  Pr 

postcard  n  Pr 
potato  n  J 
practise  v+n  Pr 
present  n  Pr 
President  n  Pr 
prison  n  Pr 
pretty  adj  P 
professor  n  Pr 
programme  n  
(program)  Pr 
puppet  n  P 
puppy  n  Pr 
purple  adj  J 
purse  n  Pr 
push  v+n  Pr 
put  v  Pr 
put on  phrasal v  Pr 
puzzle  n  Pr 
pyjamas  n  Pr

 
Q
quarter  n  P question  n  J quite  adv  Pr 
 
R
rabbit  n  J 
radio n  J 
rain  v+n  P 
rainbow  n  Pr 
raincoat  n  Pr 
read  v  J 
really  adv  Pr 

rectangle  n  P 
red  adj  F 
restaurant  n  P 
rice  n  Pr 
ride  v+n  P 
ring  n  Pr 
river  n  Pr 

robot  n  Pr 
roof  n  Pr 
rose  n  Pr 
rubber  n (eraser)  J 
rug  n  Pr 
ruler  n  J 
run  v  P

 
S
sad  adj  J 
sail  v+n  Pr 
sailing  n  Pr 
salad  n  J 
sand  n  Pr 
sandcastle  n  Pr 
sandwich  n  P 
Saturday  n  F 
saucepan  n  Pr 
saucer  n  Pr 
saxophone  n  Pr 
scared  adj  Pr 
scarf  n  Pr 
scary  adj  Pr 
school  n  F 
scream  v+n  Pr 
sea  n  P 

seagull  n  Pr 
see  v  Pr 
secretary  n  P 
send  v  Pr 
sentence  n  J 
September  n  J 
seven  det  F 
seventeen  det  J 
share  v+n  Pr 
shark  n  J 
she pron  J 
sheep  n  P 
shelf  n  Pr 
shell  n  Pr 
shine  v  Pr 
shirt  n  J 
shoes  n  J 

shop  n+v  J 
shop assistant  n  P 
shopping centre  n 
(center)  Pr 
short  adj  J 
shorts  n  Pr 
shoulder  n  Pr 
shout  v+n  Pr 
show  v+n  Pr 
shower  v+n  P 
sing  v  Pr 
sister  n  F 
sit  v  F 
six  det  F 
sixteen  det  J 
skateboard  n  Pr 
skating  n  Pr 
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skiing  n  Pr 
skirt  n  J 
sky  n  Pr 
sleep  v  P 
slide  n+v  Pr 
small  adj  J 
snake  n  J 
snow  n  P 
snow-boarding  n  PR 
snowman  n  Pr 
socks  n  J 
sofa  n  P 
soldier  n  P 
sometimes  adv  P 
son  n  Pr 
soup  n  Pr 
spaghetti  n  Pr 
speak  v  Pr 
spend  v  Pr 

spider  n  P 
spinach  n  Pr 
spoon  n  P 
sport  n  J 
sports centre  n  
 (center)  Pr 
square  n  P 
stairs  n  Pr 
stand  v  F 
star  n  P 
starfish  n  J 
start  v  P 
station  n  Pr 
steak  n  J 
stomach  n  Pr 
stomach-ache  n  Pr 
stop  v  F 
storm  n  Pr 
story  n  J 

strawberry  n  P 
stay  v  Pr 
steal  v  Pr 
stop  v  Pr 
student  n  P 
sugar  n  P 
suit  n  Pr 
sun  n  P 
Sunday  n  F 
supermarket  n  P 
sweep  v  Pr 
sweets  n (candy)  P 
swim  v  J 
swimming costume  n  
Pr 
swimming pool  n  P 
swimming shorts  n  
(swimming trunks)  Pr 
swing  n+v  Pr   

 
T
table  n  F 
take  v+n  Pr 
take off  phrasal v  Pr 
talk  v  P 
tall  adj  J 
taxi  n  P 
tea  n  P 
teacher  n  F 
teeth  n  Pr 
television  n  F 
tell  v  P 
teach  v  Pr 
team  n  Pr 
teddy  n  Pr 
ten  det  F 
tennis  n  F 
tennis racket  n  P 
tent  n  Pr 
terrible  adj  Pr 
test  v+n  P 
text   n   Pr 
that  det+pron  P 
the  det  F 
theatre  n (theater)  Pr 
their  poss adj  J 
them  pron  P 

there  adv  P 
these  det+pron  P 
they  poss  J 
thief  n  Pr 
thin  adj  Pr 
thing  n  P 
thirsty  adj  Pr 
thirteen  det  J 
this  det+pron  P 
those  det+pron  P 
three  det  F 
throw  v  Pr 
throw away  phrasal v 
Pr 
Thursday  n  F 
tick  v+n  F 
ticket  n  Pr 
tie  v+n  P 
tiger  n  J 
tired  adj  Pr 
to  prep  P 
today  adv+n  P 
toes  n  Pr 
tomato  n  J 
tomorrow  adv+n  Pr 
tonight  adv+n  Pr 

tooth  n  Pr 
toothache  n  Pr 
touch  v  F 
towel  n  Pr 
town  n  P 
town centre  n  (town 
center)  P 
tractor  n  P 
train  n  F 
trainers  n  (sneakers)  J 
travel  v  Pr 
tree  n  F 
triangle  n  P 
trip  n  Pr 
trousers  n  (pants)  J 
try  v+n  Pr 
try on  phrasal v  Pr 
T-shirt  n  J 
Tuesday  n  F 
tulip  n  Pr 
tunnel  n  Pr 
twelve  det  J 
twenty  det  J 
two  det  F 
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U
umbrella  n  Pr 
uncle  n  P 
under  adj  J 

understand  v  P 
up  adv+prep  F 
upstairs  adj + adv  Pr 

usually  adv  P 

 
V
vase  n  J 
vegetable  n  J 
very  adv  P 

vet  n  Pr 
video  n  J 
village  n  P 

violin  n  Pr 
visit  v+n  Pr 
volleyball  n  J 

 
W
waiter  n  Pr 
waitress  n  Pr 
walk  v  P 
wall  n  Pr 
want  v  P 
wardrobe  n  (closet)  P 
warm  adj+v  Pr 
wash  v  P 
washing  n  Pr 
watch  v+n  J 
water  n  P 

we  pron  J 
wear  v  J 
Wednesday  n  F 
week  n  F 
weekend  n  P 
whale  n  J 
what  int  P 
when  adv+conj+int  P 
where  int+pron  P 
white  adj  F 
who  pron  P 

why  int  P 
wife  n  Pr 
win  v+n  Pr 
wind  n  P 
window  n  F 
woman/women  n  P 
wonderful  adj  Pr 
word  n  F 
work  v+n  P 
Wow!  excl  Pr 
write  v  J 

 
Y
year  n  J 
yellow  adj  F 

yesterday  adj+adv+n  
Pr 
you  pron  J 

young  adj  J 
your  poss adj  J 

 
Z
zebra  n  J zoo  n  P zoo keeper  n  Pr 
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Business Papers Overview 
Anglia offers Business Tests at four levels. The listening, reading and writing skills 
are all integrated into one paper. Business speaking tests are also available. See 
below. 
   

 Part 1 Part2 Part3 Part4 Part5 
Level 1 
Practical 
1 hour 

Listen and 
complete 
answerphone 
message 
(20 marks) 

Listen and 
choose 
correct 
response 
(20 marks) 

Read email + 
info. and 
write email 
response 
(30 marks) 

Read email 
enquiry. Use 
given email 
as model to 
write 
response 
(30 marks) 

 

Level 2 
Intermediate 
2 hours 

Listen to 
conversation 
and complete 
gaps in  form 
(20 marks) 

Listen and 
choose 
correct 
response 
(20 marks) 

Read email + 
info. and 
write email 
response 
(30 marks) 

Read email 
enquiry and 
write email 
response 
(30 marks) 

Level 3 
Advanced 
2 hours 

Listen to 
discussion, 
make notes 
and write 
email with 
key details 
(20 marks) 

Read email 
and 
information 
text. Write 
email 
response 
(20 marks) 

Read email 
and write 
appropriate 
response 
(20 marks) 

Read 
incomplete 
dialogue. 
Complete 
gaps with 
appropriate 
responses 
(20 marks) 

Read article 
and write 
summary in 
form of 
memo 
(20 marks) 

Level 4 
Proficiency 
2 ½ hours 

Listen to 
talk/presenta
tion and 
complete 
gaps in text 
with one or 
two words 
(20 marks) 

Part A – listen 
to 
conversation 
and complete 
missing data 
on graph and 
other 
information 
(10 marks) 
Part B – 
Analyse 
completed 
info and write 
email giving 
overview 
and/or 
drawing 
conclusions 
(20 marks) 

Compare 
services/ 
products of 
four different 
companies. 
Write a 
structured 
report, 
comparing 
and 
contrasting, 
drawing 
conclusions 
and making 
recommenda
tions  
(30 marks) 

Read ten 
news articles 
and match 
with 
appropriate 
headline 
(10 marks) 

Cloze 
passage. 
10 gaps to 
complete in 
text 
(10 marks) 
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Business Speaking Overview 
 
 
  

Level Time Materials Part1 Part2 Part3 Students 
preparatio
n 

Level 1 
Practical 

12 mins Product in-
formation- 
leaflet /ad-
vert etc. 
Company 
brochure 

Warm-up/ 
introduc-
tion 

Candidate 
answers 
questions 
related to  
product in-
formation 

Candidate 
answers 
questions 
about com-
pany (role 
play) using 
brochure 
for infor-
mation 

Yes- candi-
date brings 
product 
info and 
brochure 
for parts 2 
and 3 

Level 2 
Intermediate 

18 mins Discussion 
topics 

Warm-up/ 
introduc-
tion 

Candidate 
gives a 2 
min 
presenta-
tion on My 
Working 
Day 

Prepared 
discussion. 
 
Topics se-
lected by 
examiner 
from list 

Yes – pre-
pare 
presenta-
tion and 
discussion 
topics 
(parts 2 
and 3) 

Level 3 
Advanced 

18 mins Discussion 
topics 

Warm-up/ 
introduc-
tion 

5 min 
presenta-
tion on any 
business 
related 
topic 
(chosen by 
candidate) 
Follow-up 
questions 

Unpre-
pared topic 
discussion 

Yes – 
presenta-
tion for 
part 2 

Level 4  
Proficiency 

18 mins Discussion 
topics 

Warm-up/ 
introduc-
tion 

5 min 
presenta-
tion from 
topics pro-
vided. Fol-
low-up 
questions 

Unpre-
pared topic 
discussion 

Yes – 
presenta-
tion for 
part 2 
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Adult Learner Papers Overview 
At the lowest four levels, Anglia Examinations now offers Adult Learner 
examinations. While the syllabus remains largely unchanged, changes have 
been made to tasks and the overall appearance. 
Any changes are noted at the bottom of the table  

Section Adult Learner 
Step 1 
(First Step) 

Adult Learner 
Step 2 
(Junior) 

Adult Learner Step 
3 
(Primary) 

Adult Learner Step 
4 
(Preliminary) 

Section 
A 

Match  words with 
pictures (10) 

Choose the correct 
word and write it 
below picture (20) 

Read advertisement 
Answer questions 
on main points  
e.g. time, price 
etc.(10) 

R1 (10) 
Reading email 
4 x true/False 
1 x function 
question 

Section 
B 

Vocabulary 
recognition           
 or X  (10)   

B1 – months 
B2 – days of the 
week 
Write missing 
letters 
(20) 

Read 2 postcards 
and answer ‘ Which 
person..’ type 
questions (10) 

R2 (10) 
Reading narrative 
Four-option multiple 
choice 

Section 
C 

Days of the week 
Choose  missing 
letters from box 
(10) 

Write out numbers 
in words (5) 

Choose the correct 
answer to the 
question (10) 

R3 (10) 
10 x Four-option 
multiple choice-   
Grammar 

Section 
D 

Identify number 
and object. Tick the 
correct picture (10) 

Four-option 
multiple choice 
Grammar (10) 

10 x Four-option 
multiple choice 
Grammar (10) 

R4 (10) 
Choose and write 
the opposite from 
the list 

Section 
E 

Write out numbers 
in words (10) 

5 x Four-option 
multiple choice 
Prepositions of 
place (10) 

Cloze passage 
Choose words from 
the box to complete 
text (10) 

R5 (10) Tenses 
Put verb into past or 
present into passage 

Section 
F 

Choose the correct 
colour and write it. 
(10) 

Identify actions 
from picture or X  
(5)   

Singular to plural 
(10) 

W1 (5) 
Singular to plural 
(irregular) 

Section 
G 

Write the word that 
the picture shows 
(10) 

Read text and label 
picture with correct 
colours (10) 

Factual reading 
Three-option 
multiple choice (10) 

W2 (10) 
Forming questions 
to suit responses 
given 

Section 
H 

Colour, number 
and object. Write 
what the picture 
shows (10) 

Write 3 sentences 
about self. (10) 

Write the times and 
dates in words (10) 

W3 (10) 
Answering questions 
about self 
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Section 
I 

Choose the correct 
answer to the 
question (10) 

Choose the correct 
answer to the 
question (10) 

Cloze email.  
Choose words from 
the box to complete 
text (10) 

W4 (5)  Write 5 
sentences on one of 
the two topics given 

Section 
J 

Topic vocabulary 
Add more words 
(10) 

 Reading. Three-
option multiple 
choice (10) 

W5 (10) Word order 
Re-order words to 
make a sentence 

Changes 
to 
Syllabus 

Numbers  1 – 20 
Common questions 
– 
How are you?  
What colour is this? 
Where do you 
come from? 

Numbers  1 – 30  
Clothes – jacket, tie 
Common questions 
Where do you live? 
What [job] do you 
do? 

 W4 topics – 
My family 
My country 
My house 
My job 



Step To books

Step To Books are specifically designed for students preparing 
for Anglia Examinations from First Step to 
Masters C2. The books have 10-12 units, 
include a QR code linking to audio files 
and a sample test, and are 110-
128 pages in length. Each unit 
is topic based (covering 
high-frequency test topics 
and vocabulary) and has a 
fresh, attractive, full colour 
design.

The books provide guided 
test practice for every 
test section. There are 
explanations and exercises for 
essential grammar patterns, 
collocations and vocabulary. 
The focus is on personalising 
these for greater student 
interest and more efficient 
retention. Numerous sample 
compositions are given, 
and there are step-by-step 
instructions on generating ideas, 
structuring the composition, and 
avoiding common mistakes.

The Step To series consists of ten 
titles.

•	 Step To First Step
•	 Step To Junior
•	 Step To Primary
•	 Step To Preliminary



•	 Step To Elementary
•	 Step To Pre-intermediate
•	 Step To Intermediate
•	 Step To Advanced
•	 Step To AcCEPT Proficiency
•	 Step To Masters

For teachers, the 
a c c o m p a n y i n g 

teachers' guides make 
things easy. Each book 

is a comprehensive 
one-stop solution for 

test preparation. In 
addition to instructions, 

the teachers' guide for 
each level has language and 

cultural explanations, test 
tips, and transcripts of all the 
recordings. For students, the 

books build confidence 
and give familiarity with 
every part of the test.

Students learn WHAT they 
have to do and HOW to 

do it. With a mixture of the 
four skills, personalisation, 

and interactive activities, the 
series is much more interesting 

and engaging than regular test 
preparation material.

For further information and how to 
order the books, please contact your 

local representative.





CEFR ANGLIA Cambridge
YLE/Main Suite

CPE

CAE

FCE

PET

KET

Flyers

Movers

Starters

TOEFL IBT

110-120

87-109

57-86

9

8

7.5

7

6.5

6

5.5

5

4.5

4

IELTSTOEIC
minimum score per band

490/455

400/385

275/275

110/115

60/60

200/200

160/150

120/120

90/70

50/30

lis
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ng
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ad

in
g

sp
ea

ki
ng

w
ri

tin
g

Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed 
at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce him/herself and others 
and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where he/she lives, 
people he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple way provided the 
other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help.

Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, 
including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation. Can interact with a 
degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native speakers 
quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce clear, detailed text on a 
wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the 
advantages and disadvantages of various options.

Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly 
encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can deal with most situations likely to arise 
whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. Can produce simple 
connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can describe 
experiences and events, dreams, hopes & ambitions and briefly give reasons and 
explanations for opinions and plans.

Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit 
meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much obvious 
searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, 
academic and professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text 
on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors 
and cohesive devices.

Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most 
immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family information, shopping, local 
geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a 
simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters. Can 
describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, immediate environment and 
matters in areas of immediate need.

Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise 
information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments 
and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, 
very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more 
complex situations.

Masters

Proficiency in
Business English

AcCEPT
Proficiency

Advanced
Business English

Advanced

Intermediate
Intermediate

Business English

Pre-Intermediate
Practical

Business English
Elementary

Preliminary

Primary
Junior

First Step

CEFR Level Descriptors

Table of comparisions between Anglia ESOL International 
Examinations and other major ESOL examination benchmarks.

The purpose of this table is to illustrate the relationships between Anglia ESOL Examinations and the CEFR and the declared relationships between other tests and levels and the CEFR. The table does not constitute claims of equivalence between the di�erent tests.
This information was obtained from what is publicly available on the relevant websites August 2014.
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